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THE ^ 

DOCTRINE 

O F 

PREDESr IN AT 10 N 

unto LIFE, 

Explained and Vindicated : 

In Four SERMONS, preach'd to the Church of 
CHRiST,meeting inBrattle-Street^ai publifli'd 
at their general Defire : With fbme additional 
Pajfages and flotations. 

« 

By WILLIAM COOPER^ 
One of the Pastors of faid Cburch, 



With a PREFACE by the ^mV Paftors of the 

Town. 



Do<9:rinam autem hanc de prasdeflinatione Dei 
£terna atque immutabili, efle neque fuppri- 
mendam omnino, neque in fcholis tantum 
inter dodos explicandam, fed etiam in Pulpi- 
tis ad populum pranlicandam ; fed fobrie, hoc 
eft, juxta ea tantum, quas de hac in fcripturis 
revelata funt ; et prudenter, hoc eft, fermone 
ita actemperato,ut neque ad licentiam, neque 
ad defperationem adducat, fed ad aedificatio- 
nem faciat, dico, atque doceo. Zancb 
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HE Subjeft cf the following 
Treattfi is one of the Do<9:rine6 
of the Reforwatiorty cmbrac'd 
and own'd by the Vroteftant 
Churches^ when they threw off 
the Yoke, and rcnounc'd the Errors of 
^ofiry ; and is particularly the Dodrine, 
Boc only of the ChMtchoi Scotland ^ks^^^ 
England and Inland, a» tVveNf ^xt. \>>i \>^ 

cliabJifhed. Yet it is cnvbtac' A Vj ^^ * ^ 






CO 

I 

was by the Reformers from Popery, bccaufc 
we find it in our Bible, This it is that 
makes us Tredeftlnarians and Cahinifts : 
For Calvin nor Auguftlne^ nor any Names 
whatever, are any thing to us, but as ihey 
fpeak from the Holy Scriptures. Thcfe arc 
oar only Oracles. What we find there, we 
believe and profefs, tho' incomprehenfiblc 
to our weak and (hallow Minds, which are 
by no means the Meafure of Truth. And 
we think we a6t a perfeftly rational Part, 
as well as reverent before the HIGH GOD, 
the Infinite Intelligence^ in bowing our Un- 
derftandings to his Revelations refpeAing 
Truth and Duty, even where we cannot 
anfwer every Scruple or ObjeUiony for the 
reconciling yiewi»^ Offofitlons. 

Let' none then entertain the DoArine 
of 7i;/t'5/d« with A'verJionyScoft and Ridi- 
cule ; but with the lovveft Reverence and 
higheft Adoration. You will fee with what 
Reafon from the plain and fincere 'word of 
God, thro' the t'oUowing Di/^owr/fj ,• which 
are, in our Judgment, as^modcft, ftrong and 
brief an ExpUnation and Vindication of 
this io^porcant Truth, as the Reader will 
be like to meet with : and well fuited to 
convince Gainjayerfy latisfv the doubting, 
^JhbUlh the waver ing, aad ftop ctvc Mouth 



<3) 

of 'usin Talkers, in Contrad lift ion to the 
faithful lVord,whichv/t2i€C commanded co 
bold fa fi and contend lor. 



We willingly take this Opportunity to 
tcftify our Concurrence with the Author in 
the Verity and Importance of this DoSrine; 
and our SatisfaAion in his having preach'd 
and publifh'd thefe Dilcourfes. 



And it is our hearty Prayer tcGod that 
the Churches of the Reformation, and our 
Churches in particular, may be confirmed 
and eflablifhed in this and other Dodrines 
of Grace, as they have been of old delivered 
to 'em aad received by 'em : And that as 
it is their indifputable Right and Duty in 
their choice of Paftors, to take heed to the 
Soundnefs of their Triucifles, as well as to 
their godly Life and edifying Gifts^ they 
may ever, do fo inFidelity to G(?</,and Care 
of their own Souh^ and thofe of their Fa- 
milies. 



That thefe Difcourfes may be attended 
with a Divine Bleffing for thefeEnds, and 
that our dear Brother mvj, ^^^^^ \v^^- ^ 
JDleSSuff to thcFfpck ovct wVaOa ^^^^^^^St. 



GHOST hn$ made him tin Overfm^ to 
feed chcm in vhe Strength of the L O R D 
G O D3 and be continued a burning Light 
before all the Churches ,• and after a 
Life of great Services receive the Rewards 
of the ntfife and faithful Servant at the 
Coming of our LORD, are the Prayers of 
his Brethrin and Fellow- Servants with him 
CO thcfe Cimehes of CHRIST. 



Benjamin Colman] 
Jofefh SevaJl, 

B^9th JprH 15. 

'740U Thomas Prince^ 

Andrew LeMereierl 
John Webb. 



if. B, Among the Corkcctioks at ibt end> 

tbeft foHowing fhould have been nention'd; 

Vgigfi 35- 1- 7- ftoni the bottom, fead, 7fe 

, tlder j^tf jf^fvr /If T Wfigier. 9*17^^^ ^^ 

fytr iftc/ar. too. 
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PreJefthtation ujttQ Life, 

SERMON L 



ROMANS, Vin.iy, 30. 

Fcrwhom be diii fore-knoWy he alfi did pri^ 
dtfi'matt to b§ cenfermtd 10 tbi image if 
bis Son, that be might be tie frfi-hrm 
smimg many hretbrvt. 

MoTttviTy wham bt did prtdefiinati^ thtm 
bi alfe called ; and vfbom he called, titm 
be alfo juflified; and wham be ju^fitd, 
thtm be alfo gloriJUd. 

H E apoftle haTiiig in the 
foregoing chapters of this 
epimc, explain d the doA- 
rine of jufiiBcation, and 

firefs'd the oeccffity of 
andification, applies him- 
felf in this to tVit t(it&^Aa.<v- 
on 0/ the Lord's people, ^ot iVt Vvdv?j 




2 Of PnJeJlifwim 

fcriptures are not otily f rofinAkfir icffrine 

f§r rtfroof^ for correlSl^y and Infiru&ltn in 
figbteoufnefs^ but are written that we^ thro' 
foticnci and comfort vftkem, might have hope : 
And the miniftcrs of the word arc appoint- 
ed to be helpers of the joy df them *who thro'' 
pace have believed. And, as a worthy Ex- 
pofitor t fays of this chapter, many of the 
people of God have found it a well fpting 
of comfort to their (ouls^ living and dying, 
and havefuck'd and been fatisficd from thcfe 
breaftsof confolation, and with joy drawn 
water 0ut ofihefe wells of falvation. 

Having rec^on'd up many particular m- 
ftances of thcT 'happincfs ot true chriftians, 
fiich as a freedom from guilt and condem- 
nation, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
9 relation to God ad his children, a title to 
future glory, and the concurrence of all 
providences to promote their fpiritual and 
evcrlafting good, he reprefents the ground 
of all thcfe as laid in God's eternal decree 
of EleAion, or Predefiination unto life, in 
the words that I have read. For whom be ^ 
did fore-knoWjibem he aljo did predeftinate, &C. 
Here the order of the caufes of ourfalvation 
is plainly fet before us Thefe words have 
been commonly caird the golden chain of 



t Mr. henry. 

falvation ; 



falration ; and fuefa a chain it is as cannot 
be broken. There are four links in it. 

!• IVbom be dii fort-hiow, be alfo did pi'' 
defiiwsU to be cen formed /p tbe image ofbisSen* 
Whom he did fore-know. This is the foun- 
dation upon which the whole frame of the 
furprifmg work of man's redemption ftands; 
the firft thing to be confider'd in the fcheme 
of fatvation, upon which all the other parts 
foHow, and with which they are infepera- 
bly eonnefted. It is here faid of a num- 
ber of the children oJF men, as diftinguifii'd 
from the re{l,thatGod has fore-known them* 
And this fore-knowledge implies choice ; 
his having pitch'd upon them to be the 
objefts on whom his redeeming grace (haU 
be glorified. It is the fame with that evtt'- 
Ufiing lo'ue^ wherewith he is faid to have 
loved his people, Jer. ;t. ;. And means 
nothing lefs than his having fet tbem apart 
for bimfelf, Pfal. 4. 5. Words of knowledge 
in fcripture pft<;n iigpifie age^ion and 
choice. So God faigf to Mpfejj Exod. %$* 
17. Tboit bafi fo$md grace in my Jigbt^ and I 
knowtbeeby n^me. Where .<oae expreflion 
explains the other. So the apollle tells us, 
1 Cor. «. ;, That if any man love God, the 
fame is known ofbim. A knowledge of fa- 
vour and good- will muft needs be here in- 
tended j and this previous and preparatory 
to any thing recommending atvdVo^^Vj '^ 



4 0/ Predeftimaitm 

the objcds of it j as is plain from the man- 
ner in whi«h the apoftle fpeaks to the Ga- 
latiansy ch, 4. v. 9. Te have known God ^ or 
rather are known of God. On the other hand, 
we are told || ourSaviour will (ay to ibme 
in the great day, I never knew you^ i . e. I 
never approv'd and own'd you ; tor both 
their pcrfons and charaders were well 
known to him.f The fame word is rendred 
fore-ordained^ in i Pet. i. 20. Wbo^ ( i, e. 
Cbrift ) was verily fore* ordained before the 
foundation of this world^ hut was manifefi in 
thefe laft times for you. God's fore-knowing 
his people means nothing lefs than his 
(Sternal purppfe to make them his friends 
and ifavourites. It mud fignifie his deter- 
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II Mat. 7. 23. 

t Duplex Dei decretum verfatur circa eURos^ 
quorum alterum appellat Apoftolus'riQ*iitmairf 
alterum tr^ojier/ASv, predefinationemy Jive 
eleffionem lUa autem v^ivanriiyjive pranotioy 
ffon efi nuda etjimplicisnotitiayfed approba- 
tionis^ junta ufitatiffimamfcripturaphrajio' 
Icgiam. Si quis diligit Deum, hie cognitus eft 
ab CQ. Ecqufd cognitione nuda^feclufa appro- 
tat tone Dei ? Jt Jic ccgnujcuutur etiam 
€ fores Dei. Twifsi Find. Grat. Lib. 3. 
Pag. ^59. 

Jitiam /^Pifcatore obfervatum'^^^^'^v et 'rjSoxfl^v 
prciodfm adbiheri. ' 
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minidg to do them good^ to call^ juftifie, 
^nd fanAifie them now, and glorifie them 
hereafter. 
Thofc whom God thus fore-knew, he 

did fredejiindte to he confirmed to the image of 
kisfon; to be like to Jelus Chrift in the 
temper of their minds, and anions of their 
lives. This takes in the whole work of 
fanftihcartion, of which Chrift is the great 
pattern and famplar* Obferve ; It is not 
faid God fore- knew they would be con- 
form'd to the image of his Ton, and fo pre-; 
deftinated them, as fome turn the fence of 
the words. This cannot be the meaning 
of them ; for this conformity to Chrift is 
faid to be the thing they are predeftinated 
tOy and is made the refult of this fore- 
knowledge ; the efie<5t of it, and not the 
caufe^ IVbom he did foretknow^ them be did 
fredefiinate to be conformed to the image of bis 
fon. Being defign'd for glory and. happmeft 
as the end, they are decreed to grace and 
holinefs as the way. For if there is a dif- 
ference between fore-knowledge and pre- 
deftination, it feems to be this, the former 
is the appointment of the end, the other 
of the means unto it. And they are pre- 
deftinated to this conformity to the image 
of the fon of God, for the honour of Chrift, 
whole glory is dcfign'd b^ t^t, ^^xV^'^ S:^ 
the whole wo^k of rcdcmpt\pvi.TVi«\>^ ww^jj^v 



4 Of TrU^hMion 

it the fir ^ hm atmni ^^7 if^thren ; Rlight 
hire the honour of oeing the great pattern 
ofholinefs^as well as the meritorious caufe 
of our falvacion, and fo in all things might 
have the preheminence. 

Zi Whom he did predeftinate, them he 
alfo cslled. Not only with the external 
call ; (o many are called^ that were not 
chofen f ,• but with the internal and eflFcc- 
tual can J which is the work of the Spirit 
of God, whereby he convinces the confci- 
ence of guilt and wrath^ enlightens the un- 
derftanding in the knowledge of Chrift ; 
hows the will, and inclines the heart, to 
embrace him as a faviour, and obey him as 
a king and lord. 'Tis, fays one, an effec- 
tual caD from felf and earth, to God, and 
Cbrift, and heaven, as the end ; from fin 
and vanity, to grace and holinefs, and feri- 
oufnefs, as the way. " This is the firft 
open work of grace upon an elcd perfon. 
And all whom God has from eternity pre* 
deftinated to grace and glory, he does in 
his own way and time, thus effedually 
call 

3. Whom he called,them he Mojuftlfied. 
Being in their effedual calling perfwaded 
and enabled to embrace the Lord Jefus 



k t Man. 11. j6. 



Cbriil afi he ts offered in the gofpel^ they 
are thro' him abfolved from guilt, and ac- 
cepted as righteous ; are no longer look'd 
upon and dealt with as criminals, buc 
own'd and lov'd as frie^nds and favouritef. 

4. Whom he juftiBed, them he al(b 
glorified^ The other privileges the eleft of 
God are made partakers of in time, this of 
glorification, when time (hall be with them 
mo more ; in the ioul 6rfl at death, in foul 
and body united after the refurrediooi 
chrottgh a blefled never-ending eternity. 
To this they were defign'd in their eledi- 
on ; for this they are prepared by their 
efiedual calling, and the (andtification of 
the fpirit ,* that which hindr^th is taken 
out of the way in their juftification ; and 
now, what can come between (uch a foul 
and glory ? jis for 0$^ bis vwk is ferfeS t ; 
and in the glorification of all the eleft^ 
his defign of love to them will have its fuU 
accomplishment. 

It is not my intention to fpeak t>f alji 
thefe privileges in the order in which they 
dand connefted in our text • and I have 
but lately difcours'd concerning two of 
them, tffe^al calling and juftijScatlon. My 
prefent purpofe therefore is, to treat only 
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t Of Vftiefiination 

of chat which is the ground of thetn all, 
and from which the reft refult, namely, 

ElcSiou, or Tudtfiination unto lift. 

This is an illuftrious and very precioua 
doftrine of chriftianity -^ fo plainly revcal'd 
in the holy Tcripcurcs, that 'tis really 
firange that any who profefs to regulate 
their faith by the blbk can deny it. Yet 
'tis not only deny^d by many, but decried 
and reproached as unworthy of God, and 
prejudicial to religion ,- while others who 
don^t care to deny it, yet (peak of it as 
amoneft thofe mytteriouSjControverfial^and 
fpccuiacive points, which it is beft not to 
meddle with ; and fo they vyould have it 
frpother^d in the church, and (hut out of 
our fermons. 

True indeed this doftrine has its myfte- 
ries, and abftrufe difficu ties, when our 
minds try to enter far m:o it ^ fo has other 
doArints of the gofpel which yet we muft 
iiffrm confiantfy^ and endeavour to explain. 
Mor is ic a doftrine purely fpeculative ; no, 
it has a powerful influence upon vital re- 
ligion, and praftical godlinefs — It has 
a direft tendency to advance the glory of 
God's grace in our lalvation,to humble the 
pride of man, to engage the lovc^ excite 
the praifes, and conQrain the obedience of 
Cod'8 children. 

Our 



unto Life. "9 

Our faviour preached this dodrine ,* fp 
did his apofiles after him j and the epifiles 
to the churches are full of it ; which pls^in- 
ly ihcwsGod would not have it locked up 
from his people. Should we therefore,who 
now preach the gofpel to you, pafs it over 
in filence, we ftiould not be able to fay we 
have JeclarU to you the whole counfelofGod, 
I humbly apprehend fuch an omiffion 
would be in cffcft to fay, that Chrift and 
his apoftles preach'd^ and the fcriptures 
reveal a dodrine, which is found to be 
u(ele() if not hurtful, and therefore may 
not now be infilled on. And would not 
this be to reproach the Holy Spirit who 
has indited the fcriptures, and to do an 
unfpeakable injury to revelation it felf ? 

Befidcs, we are verily perfwaded the 
edificacion and confolacion of the people 
of God, are not a little concerned in the 
opening and applying of this truth ; and 
that many other dodrines of the gofpel 
cannot be rightly undcrftood without it — 
I have therefore chofen this for my fubjed, 
out of the chapter that has been read in 
courfe this afternoon ,• fenfible, I hope, that 
'tis an awful and tremendous fubjed ^ and 
with an humble dependence on the Holy 
Spirit f o to enlighten and^flill me^ as that 
the truth may not fuffcr, nor any CovxVV^^ 
hurt, thro' ap unskilful managttawt. 



1 o of Tredefilndtlon 

Indeed, let the fubjcA be managed never 
fo cauciottily & fcripcuraliy, ic can har41y 
be expcftcd buc it will be treated as the 
difcourfes of the apoftle himfelf were^ of 
whom we read, AAs 19. 8, 9. That when 

he went into the f)nagoguej and Jpake boUlf for 
the [face of three months^ difputing and ferfwa-^ 
ding the things concerning the kingdom of God^ 
divers were hardned, and believed not^ but 
{fake evil of that way before the multitude. 
But duty is ours, and the event Gods. Wc 
'mud always leave the iuccefs of our preach* 
ing with him ; and we are aflured his word 
VJlW not return voidy but will aceomplijh the 
thing wereunto ii is fent t If any Ihould be 
enraged and hardn'd by the things that are 
rpoken, and wrejt thtm to their own de.- 
itruftion, ( which God forbid / ) iome, I 
trult, may be confirmed, edified and com* 
Forted Yea, poffibly theie difcourfes on 
fckdipn, may be blefs'd tor the converfion 
of fome ot the eleft of God, who may be 
avvakned hereby to give diligence to make 
th'tilr calling and eleSlion fure : And if fo, 
free- grace will have the glory. 

Tho' I fhall ftudy as much brevity as is 
confirtenc with clearnefs, yet I carft pro- 
fccucc my defign within the compais of a 

'^ 'fi^ SS' *'• 
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fingtc fermpn ; three or four difcourfc$, if 
Gad giveua the opportunity for thctn, will 
be little cno' for my purpofe. And now, 
myHearers^let me crave, s^nd^ as I fpeak in 
the name of Chrift, I may demand your 
reverend and feripus attention. Let me 
entreat you to layafide prejudices, if you 
have entertain'd any, againft this doArine, 
arid to receive with meeknefs the engrafted word 
yi^bicb is able to fave your fouls. Let me dc- 
fire you to Hop all cenfures till I have fi- 
niftid the fubjeft, if, thro' the good hand 
of our God upon us, I may be allowed to 
do fo. And let me furtii!etr ask you, before 

I proceed, to lift up your heart to God, in 
fome fuch fecret petition as this, " Lord \ 

II this dodriiie be according to thy mind 
and will, iufter not my mind to be preju- 
diced againfi: it ,• but help me to receive 
it in the love of it, and to improve it to all 
thofe holy faving purpofes for which thou 
haft reveal'd it in thy word ! '' 'If any wrH 
not do thus, let me tell them, their minds 
are not rightly difpos'd to hear, nor can 
they be looked upon to be fineere enquirccs 
after truth. 

And now the method in which, thro' 
divine affiftance, I would purfuc the fiib- 
jed is this/ 

C z 
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. L I would reprefent and ilate the truth, 
to (hew you what we intend by the dodrine 
of Eleft'ion, or Predcitinacion unto life. 

II. I will endeavour to prove it, and 
(hew that the dodrine fo reprefentcd and 
ftaced^ is .really the dodrlne of the gofpel. 

V III. I (hall attempt to anfwer the ob- 
jedions commonly bro't againft it, and to 
clear the doArine of ibme difficulties 
wherewith its enemies have loaded it. 

IV. I (hall expofe a few of the abfur- 
dicies which follow upon the denial of this 
doArine, and mention fome difficulties of 
which the contrary fcheme labours, and 
with which they are embarrafs'd who arc 
x>n the other fide of the quefl ion. 

V. I Ihall open the importance of the 
AoGtnnty and (hew of what confequence 
it is in the chriftian fcheme. 

Laftly, 1 (hall endeavour to improve it 
to the great ends of feribus religion, and 
praftical godlinefs. 

I. I am in the firft place, to reprefent 

^ndftate the truth, and (hew what we in- 

:t€n^ by the do£trin^ of Eltftlon^ or Pre- 
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dtftination unto life. And I chufe to def* 
cribe it to you in the terms of the 17th 
among the famous articles of the church of 
EngUnd, which are fubfcrib'd by all the 
allo>V^d clergy oi the nation. *^ Predefti- 
nation unto life, fays that article, is the 
everjafling purpofe of God, whereby before 
the foundation of the world was laid/ he 
hath conftantly decreed by his counfel^ 
fecret to Us, to deliver from curfe and con- 
demnation, thofe whom he hath chofen in 
Chrift Jefus out of mankind, and to bring, 
them by Chrift unto evedafling falvation, 
as veffcls made to honour. " With this 
article agree the confeffion of faith fee 
forth by the aflembly of Divines at IVefi^ 
minfitr^ and alfo their Cat^cbifms, both the 
larger, and the fhorter which we receive 
and teach. This truth fo aflerted in our 
publick ftandards, I ihall explain in fcverai 
diftinA propodtions. 

I. Predeilination unto life refpe^ls only 
feme of mankind. It can't refpeA all, in- 
afmuch as all the children of men will not 
be finally fav'd. As there are evidently 
two forts of perfons in the world now^ 
good and bad, fo we are fure from the 
word of God there will be found two very 
different forts of perfons at the great day^ 
wj)p wiJU l>e dealt with «^ttt ^^sx>i ^\^^- 
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cnt manner j the righteous and the wicked. 

Tiffe Jhall go away into everlaftingfunifhmisnty 
kut the righteous Into lift ettmal, ^ And if all 

mankind are not finally fav'd, to be fare 
they were not originally predeftinated un- 
co life ; for the decree of God can t be 
fruftrated. He hath faid, My comnjelfhalt 
fiand, and I will do all my fleafure. \\ There 
is a remnant^ fays the apoftle, uecorSng t& 
the ele&ion of grace, Rom. ii. f, and a rem* 
nant can't be all. So in the nth v. 7i# 
eleHion bath obtain d it, and the refi were 
hlinded^ The common diftinftion there- 
fore of the ele(%3 and non-eled^ is juft ^nd 
ncceflary. When fome are chofen out of 
many, the reft muft of confequence be left, 
or the very notion of election is deftroy'd, 

2. Thefc were ferfhnally chofen and 
pitched upon in the purpofe and decree of 
Gt^d concerning them. Some will have the 
eleAion the i'cripcure fpeaks of, to be only 
of qualifications, and not of perfons ; but 
this is mcer evafion and trifling. The fcrip- 
mre plainly fpeaks of an ele^ion of per- 
fons. IVhom he did fore-know, fays the 
text, them he did predeftinate. Thefe our 
faviour fliles f the men that the father had 
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gWen Jbiia out of the worldi and chek 
names * are faid co be written m 6he book 
of 13e frorp the foundation of the world.^ 

;. Thofe who are predeftinated unto 
life and happinefs as the end, are alfo pre- 
deftinated unto faith and holinefs as the 
9Uay. When God chafes perfons to an end, 
be alio determines the means to that end. 
The fame decree that predeftinates any 
perfons to falv^ation^ afcertains the means 
of attaining that falvation. Thefe, accord- 
ing to the conftitution of the gofpel, are 
fiaith and holinefs ; and fo they come under 
theiame decree by which any are predeiii- 
xiated unto glory. The eleft are not prc- 
^deftinated unto life^provided they perfonn 
the conditions of falvation, do believe in 
theLordJefusChrifl,and are holy, in which 
they are left entirely to their own wiil 
and choice. No ; the predeftinatron we 
are fpeakiqg of, is no iuch conditional ua^ 
certain thiiiig as this makes it to be. The 
objcds of it are by one determinate decree 
appointed to a certain falvation, which 
they (hall obtain thro' faith and fanAifica* 
tfon, which are given them in confequence 
<)f the dccreeir So the Apofile teUs the 
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'believing and fandified Tbeffahmans, 2 ep« 
^. ch. i;. V. God bstb from t hi beginning cbo^ 
fin jou to ftlvation^ through fan&lfication of the 
ffirity and belief of the truth j v> hereunto he 
'tailed you by eur gofpely to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jefus Cbrifi. Apd our 
cexc tells us, wbomGod fore-knew^ he pre- 
deftinaced to be oonform'd to the image of hit 
fon j in which is included the whole of that 
work of fandification by which they are 
'made meet for tbe inheritance of the faints b^ 
light. Col. I. 12. 

4. predeftination unto life is from eve^- 
Ming. Therefore thofe who are the dbjeftt 
of it^ are faid to be chofen before thefounda^ 
tion of the ivorldy Eph. i. 4. before the 
very hrft dawn of time, i. e. from all eter- 
nity. Tho' there is no inward nor vifil?le 
difference between the cleft and others, 
till the grace of God in their efieftual 
calling in time makes it, yet the purpofe 
of mercy concerning them vf^s before the 
mountains were fettled^ or the bills bro^t forth ; 
Ti^hile God bad not yet made the earth, nor the 
fields, nor the higheft fart of the dufi of the 
world. God's pxirpofes are, like himfelf, 
eternal ,* for, fuch is his perfeftion that 
Jie comprehends. alltl^ings referring to hi? 
creatures, together and at once, and no 
new thoughts or defigns cvo: come itito 
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hk mind^ bat ^i^hat were thereTrom eter^ 
juty^in which there is no fucceffion. And^ 
O the pleafure ! for any to follow God's 
thoughts concerniiig them fo far back, as 
to apprehend htm faying unto them, as to 
his church of old, / bi^e loved thee with dh 
e^eriafiing lovty therefore with loving-kindneft 
iave I drawn thee, f 

f • It is a perfeftly free and fit/ereigh sA 
of God. His diftribution of rewards and 
punifhrnents at the laftday will be founded 
in juftice, but his chufrng fome to make 
them the objeds of his love, and pafling 
by others, is founded in his fovereignty 
ahd fupremacy, whereby he is Lord of all^ 
md accountaole co none. This is whac 
proud mortals are loth to ftoop to, and ape 
to rife up againft ; but let us be (truck into 
an aUrfttl adoring r)lence,by what the apoftle 
fays of riiis matter, in Rom. 9 ch. from the 
14th \r. whei'e the divine fovereigntjr ia 
both afiertedand pleaded for. What (hallwi^ 
fay then i Is there unrighteoufnefs with God? 
Qod forbid. For he faith to Mofes, 1 will havi 
merej on whom I will ba^ve mereyyandlwlllbdvi 
comfajjion on whom I will have comfajjton. Si 
tben^ it is not of him that willethy nor of him 
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that runneth, but' of God tbatfhewetb mercy. ^-^ 
Thou wilt fay then unto mt^ IVby doth be yet 
find fault ? For who batb refifted bis will ? Nay, 
but O man, who art tbbu tbat replUfi againfi 
God i Shall tbe thing formed fay to him tbat 
formed it, -why hafi thorn made me thus ? Hatb 
not the potter power over the clay, of the fame 
lump to make one vejfel unto honour, and anther 

unto dljljonour ? The great God was under 
no neccffity to chufe any of us unto eter- 
nal life. He would have been perfeftly 
blcflcd himlclf, if our whole race had 
perifli'd for ever. That he has chofcn any 
is owing entirely to the good plcalurc of 
his wilK If he was pleas'd to make choice 
of any, he was under no neccffity to pitch 
upon fuch and fach. All the reafon to be 
given is that, t Even fofatber,for fo it feem^ 
etb good in thy fight 1 There was nothing in 
the chofen remnant toinove God to place 
his regards upon them before others The 
fore-fight of their faith and obedience was 
not the caufe ; for, as we have had occafion 
to hint already, they were chofen h faith 
and obedience, and fo It could not he for 
them ,• they are the efte&s of our eleftion, 
and therefore cannot be the caufes of it. 
God's fore-fight of their faith and holinefs. 
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prefuppofes his purpofe to bellow faith and 
Jholincfs on thctn j and this very purpofe 
is a part of their eleftion it lelf. The 
apoftie therefore tells us, Rom. 9 11. That 
the purpofe of God according to eledion^ 
is not of works^ but of blm that calUth. 

6. It is certain^ infallible^ and irrevocable. 
So are all the decrees of God, and therctore 
this of Predeftination unto life. And if it 
were not fo, the people ot God could not 
take much comfort from it. God will 
never go back from his purpofe to fave his 
people ; for, * He is of one mind, and v^ho 
can turn him ? What can induce him to 
alter his affection towards them ? For fuch 
is the perfection of his knowledge, that he 
can never be lurpris'd by any fudden new 
event, that oi^y caufe a change in his mind 
and will. He fore-faw all the fins of his 
people, their undutiful and ungrateful car- 
riage towards him thro' the whole courfe 
of their lives. Now, if the forefight of them 
did not hinder his electing love in its rife^ 
can they f ruftrate its end, the bringing of 
them to glory ? — — And whatever they 
need to have wrought in them, or done 
for them^ is comprehended in one and the 
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fatne decree coAcerning them, and fo Ihal 
be accpmpli(h'd by the power of God. 
The enemies chac would hinder them, arc 
indeed numerous and powerfol ; but tfk 
Fiuber tbatga'v$ tlmm t9 Cbrifi is gn$t9r fha^ 
all, and nom fixall pluck tbem euf ^ lAs 
hATid. t Every thing will confpire, that the 
furppfi 0f Gad according to tlt&ion may ft'and^ 

Kom. 9. II. The apoftle fpeaks parcmpc- 
orily, ^ Tim. Zi 9. The fomdafion of God 
fiandcth fwrCj haloing thisfea\ The Lord ktto^i^ 
Ath thorn that art hh. 

» 

7. It is In Jtfus Chrlji that Stny arc pw- 
delUnated unco lite. This is exprcfly iaid, 
£ph. I. 4. Ho, i. 6. the Father, hath chofm 
us in him^ i. e« Chrift, hoforo tbo foundatiM 
ofthowatldu Not that wc are to foppofe 
that tho elect are ohoTca fov the fak« df 
Chrift, or that be is the meritorious cauft 
of cheir election. No ; for tho' he has 
merited their falvation, purchas'd for th€fn 
pardon, gr%ce, and glory, he did not put « 
chafe their election, hM they were cen* 
fider'd as ole&ed when they were given to 
Chrift to redeem, and fe election is not to 
be look^'d upon as a purchafed bleffing. 
But they ate iaid co be cbofen in him, be- 
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caufe it is by virtue of that union with him, 
which is made in their effectual calling^ 
chat they come to be made partakers of 
thofe benefits to which they ^re chofen. 
The Lord Jefus Chrift was in God's eter- 
nal purpofeconfider'd as the great Media- 
cor by whom the falvation of his chofen 
people was to be brot' abotat ,- and thcfe 
ordain'd to falvation were given to Him, 
that be might rightfully entitle them to 
that falvation, and fuccefsfuUy bring them 
CO it. Thus he ftands as the head of the 
elect, and they are faid to be chofen in 
him J and he is fpoken of as/p r uf fr^m ever^ 
laftingy Pro. 8. 2;. and is himfclf called 
God's eleSlj Ifai. az. i. being himfelf cho- 
fen to be the mediator and redeemer by 
the fame decree in which the elect among 
the childfen of men were chofen to falva- 
tion t» 
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Doftor Goodwin obferTef, froai Zancly^ 
There if a great deal of difFcrence between 
God't d<»Dg a thing in Cbrijf and tbrough 
Clfrift^ "vfX^^S and l^ tonXfi^oi^. When 
God is Aid to do a thing in Chrift, it nAially 
notes out fome one of thofe immanent afts of 
God towards us, that pafl between bioi and 
Chrift for us, when they were alone, before 
we exifted, and Chrift was a common ^rtotL 
rcprc^nting us all, ai\dQiQ& ^'^^ -iSwx^Pw^ 
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Oflce more, 
Sthly, The laft and highcft eni of ^yu* 
is the manlfeflatim of the divine glcrj, in the 

falvacioii of fome of the fallen human race. 
The dirine glory is the molt excellent end 
that can poffibly be aim'd at, and therefore 
an infinitely wife God cannot dcfign any 
thing (hort of it, as the great motive or m- 
dacemeiit for him to act ; and fo whatever 
lower ends are dcfign'd by him, they muft 
all be rclolv'd into this as the principal.- 

For^ of blwy and thro hltn^ and to him are all 
things t. The two attributes which God 
hath a peculiar dcfign at the difplay and 
advancement of, in and by his reafonable 



for us. So we reid of the grace that was 
given us in Cbrift Jefus before the world was. 
2 Tim. I. p. Bat things that God doth 
through Chrift,are ufually fome tranfientz&s 
of Grod towards us, or thofe things which 
he a£hially performeth and applietlt to ,us 
thro' Chrift. So that tho' God redeemeth thro" 
Chn%jtiJHJietb threT Chnii^tLhAfa'veth thra^ 
Chrift, yet he choofeth to Chrift ; & that to 
chufe in him is not all one with what the 
apoftle faith, Jle hath ordained as to obtain 
Jalvation thro' Jejits Chrift our Lordj i 
Thcf. 5. p. Goodwins Works, Vol. I. 

P 5«- 
t Rom. II. i6. 
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creatures, are his grace and his juftice ; the 
former in them that are (av'd, and the lat- 
ter in them that perifh. This is plainly to 
be gather'd from thofe words of the apoftie, 

Rom. 9. 22, 2 J. M^l/at if God^ willing t$ 
jhew his wratb^ and to make bis fov/er known^ 
tnditred with much httg fttffering the 'vtjftls of 
wrath fitted to defiru&ion : And that be might 
wake known the riches of his glory cm the'vejfels 
of mercy ^which he had afore prepared unto glory} 

The deflgn then which lay at the bottom 
of God's decree of election, is thecverlaft- 
ing difplay of his fcvereign and glorious 
grace to the worlds of intellectual creatures 
which he has made. To this the fcriptures 
refer it, and in this they ultimately refolve 

it. £ph. I. 5", 6, Having predeftinated us to 
the adoption of children by Jefus Cbrifi^ to 
himfelf^ according to the good pleafure ofhiswill^ 

TO THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE. 

And the fame reafon is given over again,in 
the 2 ch. 7 V. That he might fl)ew the exceed'- 
ing riches of his grace, in his kindnefs towards 
us J thro Jefus Cbrift. 

Thus 1 have, in feveral diilinct propo^ 
fitions, explained and liated the truth be^ 
iore us. The time will not allow me to 
enter upon the fccond thing proposed, the 
proof of che point, or to fliew that this 
doctrine, as we have now reprefentod it^ 
ifi really the doctrine of iVv^ ao^v^O^ X^-i^. 
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therefore conclude the prefeht difcourfe by 
apddiog a few words that have a tendeocy 
M giv£ what has been already (aid, an en^ 
lirening and quickning efficacy upon our 
hearts. 

1. Predeftination unto life is a thing 
furet to us. Who the pcrfons are that ar£ 
the objects of it, God has not reveal d. 
This is at prefcnt lock'd up within tht di«> 
vine breaft. Yet we know, 

2. It comprehends a 'very great & glori- 
dm numbn. Some have thought the elect 
aaiong mankind^ were to make up the 
ttumber^ and fupply the room of the fallen 
tngels. But this is an eA;rr4f-R:riptural com 
jecrure ; and for ought we know they may 
be. many more. To be fure they are a 
nnmber fuficient to give the brij^teft di& 
play of the riches of free grace in j and a 
number worthy of that infinite price, the 
Wood of the Ion of God, which was j laid 
down to redeem them. They arc faid to 
be maf$y in our text. Whom be did predefiinate 
to he conformed to the image of bis ffin, that be 
might be the firfi born among many btethrem 
Atid they arc faid, in Rev. 7. 9. to be ^' 
great multitude which no man ean number^ 
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\ J. SotM of all fmi, emdkSmi^ ttfd gj^ 
uSm^ are of this nuiriber TMy mc caf- 
ken out $fall nati§ns^ and kindreds, and feapkf 
§nd tnfgnis ; aAd in the day when Chey 
fltaUr be made np, fiiaQ be fecn to come 
frgm the ea/ mdfttm the Wifijf and fnM tie 
mtikmrdfrpm the fomk t ntOtmtnyW)St 

ipeofafede rhe flefii, not man) raighoy, not 
mm^ aohle^ are chofiin aed called, yetfime 
Hre \ : hady tmrkim mf btbnMt ta^thm^ 
^% Ihe apoftle, Hntb mt G^i cb^m^ out of 
tkfi' fntr of this wnrU^ letaat to nrakis tttcm 
^in ^dth, and M»s §fth kmgdam. (| Ye& 
fome who havt betea tiie grokeft ftoner^ 
whilom thctr unrcgienerate fiotd, aro of 
this nuBiyber. Tht apofftc tctts the Ctirk^ 
tbfims, fooid dy Qtt wtrcAtniman, idUaiM^ 
adnltn^^idmfen 0fj»mjelxm mhknUmkindi 
ahJ^er, eiiv^m^Jmnkaidiy tx^mWnjms, ftC« 
it^raMfttrVH^jhed^lmtjff'awt^ fanSifiid, int yn 
urt^h^fiedy im the' nMn •fthi Urd Jefiu^ and 
krtieSffrii tfmr GalL ^ 

4. SMneofthtarttt'bro'tfocch in every 
i^oftheworid'^tttttt^ Gbriftmay have 
ifeed CQ fcrve him in every generation to 
the end .of cime^ asdrchere may be fome to 
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ROMANS, VIU. z9, 30. 

Fur 3vi$m bt tlU f§re-huWj ht *lfi dUfre- 
Jefihute to kt emfarmti tt tbiimtgt »f 
hUfoWjlb^t kt might kt thejirfi'hmrn tmonr 
m»mj krtthrtn- 

fl4»re9vtr, ivbtm hi MJ prtJe/Hntti, them h 
tffa efilej ; and whom bt etlUi, thtm )>t 
alfofup^td ; and whtm be jupfitd^ them 
bt lift gitrifiid. 

^ H E R E ii an excellenc and 
molt wife order and con- 
nexion in all that God 
brings to pafs ; and thii 
order Co fettled and join'd 
together, that it can never 
be broken. The lalvation 
of any of the children of fallen jiJam, 
takes i:s rife in the eternal counfcl, free 
purpofc, and clcAing love of God. Whom 




U€ dii f§r€^h$$u;^ tnd perfonally chute 
do (alvacioiiy them he did frtieftinau to 
all (he means whioh lead to that faWa*- 
tion. That which firft follows predefti- 
nation is tfft&ual calling : Whom he did 
predc^nate^ fays the texc^ $bem be alfr 
called. In his appointed time, by his word 
and fpirit^ he powerfully draws thefe to a 
thankful acceptance of, and Arm reliance 
on the Lord Jefus Cbrift as their faviour, 
and an obedient walking In him as the way 
to eternal life. Upon this cnfues their 
jufilficatlon : Whom he called, them he alfi 
juilfied. Being united to Chrift in their 
effedual calling,they are thro' him abfolv'd 
from guilt, and accepted as righteous. 
Now, after their calling, they are in Cbrifi 
Jifiis, t «nd walk not after tbe flejh but after 
the ffirit, and fo no conienmatitm belongs to 
them. Upon thefe will finally follow their 
glorification in heaven, after they have 
glorified God on earth ; in which God's 
deflgn of love to them, will have its full 
and eternal accompliibment : Whom he 
juflified, tbem be alfo ghrifieJ. 

It was not my defign, when I began up- 
on thefe words the laftLords-day, to fpeak 
of all thefe privileges in the order in which 
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the (exc prefents chem; but oaly of chat 
which is chc ground of them all, and irom 
which the reft refult, namely, EleBion^ or 
Pnde^inafi&n unto life j a plain and precious^ 
but difreli{h'd and oppos'd truth of the gof- 
pel. Thac I have taken this in hand, I'm 
lure is not from a love to controverfy, or 
fondnel's to oppofe the fchemes of others, 
but, I hope, from a fincere delire to fulfill 

ibe miwifiry of the Lord Jefus which I have 

receiv'd among you, by tefti tying the, 
j^ofptl of the grace of God in all the parts of 
It. ' We trult, my Brethren, that we aim to 
fptzk^vot as pleafingmen^ butGod; and there-*. 
fore we dare noc baulk any truth, in its 
proper place and feafon, becaufe 'tis jun- 
faftiionable, .oppos'd by the wifdom of the 
worlds or run down by popular outcry. 
Nor am I determin'd to this opinion by 
the prejudice of education, but becaufe 
after careful fearches and refearches, I am 
convinced of the truth of it, upon what 
appears to me to be the ftroqgeft evidence ; 
and the more I enquire into it, the more I 
ice it to agree with the holy fcripcures,and 
the divine pcrfcdions. 

It was the bufinefs of the former difcourfe 
to explain and Itate the truth under con-, 
fideration. That which we are next to 
proceed to is to prove and confirm it. The 
point then to be now eftal^UfhJd is ^thip. 
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^^ That a certain, gteit and glorious nura- 
ber^ were eleAed by God, in his 'eternal 
counfel atid purpofc, from the reft of fallen 
mankind, co be in-time effciftualty called 
and juftificd, in order to their being finally 
bro't to eternal life and glory j and this 
out of his meer good pleafure. arid for the 
praife of his glorious grace. ' And if the 
truth of this is ortcc evinced to the con- 
viftion of a fober; hontft,and ferious mind, 
it may be hop'd all di%uft at it will ceafe^ 
and every thought: that ixii/n i^jfi/f againft 
it wiltbe fupprefled. 
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I In the firft ^ace, this truth tnuftbe 
eftablifh'd by the ' authority of the jami 
fcriptwresi Hither we oiufl refer tht deci^. 
fion of all points ii!r religion. ' Here we 
muft repair to know of every AoStrint 

whiihtrit be of God. Now, What faith the 
fcrifture concerning this doftrine? And 
furely he that runs ntty read this truth 
throughout the facted pages. 

Let me prepare the way to the more dired 
and pofitive proof I (hall fetch from the 
hih Ujby firft of all prefenting yon with fome 
fcripture inftances of a lower eleSion^ of 
God's chufmg and predeftinating certain 
perfons by name, and fome of them long 
before they were born, to fome f^ectal 
privileges, high honours, iitA t\^A^«HV 
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ces in the world* And if (befe may'nt be 
taken for poficive proof of chat eledion 
we are treating of, yet tbey will iecve 
greatly to iHuftrace it^ and they are by 
very judicious Divines look'd upon as ex- 
amples and patterns of it^ inafmuch as 
they pl^HBly (hew that the glorious God 
4oei ad with relped to the children of 
men, with ar (bvereign liberty »and in a way 
of difcriminating favour ; yea^ many ot 
them wqre inftances of the very §li£Hm we 
are no\iir«f>tS3^ibit (ho proof of, inaTmHch 
as it plainly appears by the acaeuint the 
fcripcure gives of them, that at the fame 
time choy; were caUed to thofe external 
privileges an^ temporal bonoura to wbich 
they were: cboftn^ they were alfo called 
CO the (piritual and (aving bleffii^s of the 
cpvemam of grace. 

Thus Abraham was pitch'd upon to be 
tbe root and father of God's peculiar peo- 
ple^ whofi he woi}l4 own sn^ honour 
above all the nations of the vtporld .* and 
•lib to beoM from wbofi^ loins the\k(Sah 
himfolf fhottld dsfe^nd. Gen. iz. begins 
Nav^ tbe^ Lorir bad faid m00 Abraham, <?K 
thee out $f thy count fy^ ofid from thy kindred, 

and from thf f^^^ ^^9 ^^^ ^ i^ ^^ i 
will JhiW thee. And I will make of thee n 
peat natimy and I wUi blef^ thee, aid maka 
tfymmt^ ^na^i and thittjhah h fhk^^* 
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'And 1 V)ill hltfs tbtm that blefs tbee^ and curfe 
them that curfe tbee : andin thee jhall all families 
of the earth be hlejfed. A high honour and 
advancement indeed 1 Yet he was more 
blelled in thofe fpiritual bleffings which 
accompanied it. For he was at the lame 
time made a juftified believer j as we read, 

Abraham belifved God, and it was accounted 
to htm for righteoufnejs. f He had a cove- 
nant intereft in and relation to God, and 
(uch acceptance with the Almighty, as to 
be fpoken of in this Qilc^The friend of God. ^ 
And was there any thing in Abraham, to 
move God thus to prefer him above the 
reft of his kindred ? No, in no wife. It 
was all fpecial grace and favour. For be 
was a flupid idolater as well 9s the reft of 
his family, and had ferv'd God no better 
than they The fcripture rcprcfcnts Go4 
as a^ng herein with a fovereign liberty^ 
and by a free hand of mercy inatching hitn 
as a brand out of the burning Jojhua, in 
God s name, declares this to the tribes of 
Ifrsel when they were aflembled at yhechemy 
Jo(b. 24 2, ;. Thus Jaith the Lord God of 
Ifraet Tour fathers dwelt en the other fide of 
the flood in old time, even Tcrah the father of 
Abraham, and the father of Nachor ^ and 
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they fcrved . other Gad's. And I took your 
ffltber Abraham from the other fide of the 
food, &c. For this God is ador'd long 
afcer in a folemn aflembiy of the children 
of Ifrael^ Nch. 9 7, 8. Thou art the Lord the 
GoJywho didft chufcAbram^tf^^ broughtefi him 
forth out ofVv of the ChildccSy and gavefi 
him the name of Abraham^ and made/i a co* 
'venant with him. And when the prophet 
had occaflon to put that people in mind 
of their original, he does it in chefe terms, 
liai. j:i. 2, !{. Look unto the rock whence je 
are hewn, and to the hole of the fit whence je 
are digged* Look unto Abraham your father, 
and unto Sarah that hear jou ; for I called him 
alone, and blejfed him. 

With the like fovereign liberty he afted 
with rcfpeft to Abraham's feed. He takes 
not all of them ; but in Ifaac Jhall thy feed be 
called t- Thus IJaac Was taken, and not 
JJhmael. And tho' in anfwer to Abraham's 
prayer for Ijl)mael, common bleffings are 
lecur'd to him, yet covenant bleffings arc 
referv'd for Ifaac, and appropriated to him, 
who was not yet born. Gen. 17. 18, 79,20. 
And Abraham /<i/V unto God, O that Ifhmael 
might live befoie thee ! And God faid, Sarah 
thy wifejhall bear thee afon indeed j and thou 
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fialt call his name Ifaac : Ani I will ejlahlijh 
my covenant with him for an everlafiing covt" 
nant^ and with Us feed after bim. And asfeir 
Iftimael, I ba've heard thee : Bitheld I bat/e 
hlejjed him, and will make him fruitful^ and 
will multiply him exceedingly : twelve princes 
(hall be beget, and I will make him a great na^ 
tion. But my covenant will I efiabli(h with 
Ifaac^ whom S2LT2ih Jhall bear unto thee at this 
fet time in the next year. 

The like fovereignty was exercis'd in 
the cafe of Jacob and Efauy who fe fiory is 
recorded in the 2cth ch. of Genejis, and is 
recited and referr d to by the apofile in the 
9th ch. to theRomans, to illuftrate and con- 
firm the truth we are eflablilhing. They 
were boch the Tons of Ifaac by one mother, 
and were twin-brethren. But there was a 
difference made between them by the di* 
vine counfel, before they were born. Both 
lay ftrugling alike in their mothers womb, 
when it was faid, * 7he younger jhall ferve 
the elder. And contrary to the intention 
of Ifaac, Jac^b inherits the bleffing. And 
tho the good father blelled Jacob unwitt- 
ingly, and by miflake, yet, being after- 
wards convinced that he was the perfon for 
whom God defign'd the bleffing, and on 
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whofe head it was to reft by the divine 
decerminacion, he acquies'd in the will of 
God, tho' it Gontradided his own appre- 
henfion and affeftion ; and was lo tar Irom 
reverfing what he had done .that he repeats 
it and paffionately affirms it, f 1 l>ave hkf- 
fed blm^ ytay and hi (hall be ble£ld. And tho* 
yacob afted a dimoneft and Hnfial parr^ 
(of which he was afterwards no doubt 
made fenfible, and bro't to repentance for 
it, and (b mercifully pardon'd ot the free 
grace of God thro' the promiled Meffiab ) 
yet Ifaac in his bleffing him^ and not re- 
verHng it, was under the conduA and in- 
fluence ot the divine Spirit j for we are 
cold, Heb. ii. za Bf faith Ifaac blejfed 
Jacob, and E(aa, coneeming things to come. 

Here Jacob is put firft by the apoftlc, tho' 
the younger, as having the precedency, 
and a better blcfling. It is indeed a ftrangc 
ftory ! And it the deffgo and meaning of it 
be enquir'd afeer, the apoftle explains it 
thus, in Romans the 9ch ch. ii v. That the 
furpofe of God ai cording to ekSion might fi and, 
not of works y but of him that calletb. i. e. fays 

Mr. Henrj on the place, ^* That this great 
truth may be cftablifti'd, that God chufeth 
ibme^ and refufeth others, as a free ageot> 



t Gen. 2y, 33' 



unt0 lift. Yj 

by bis own abfolute and fovereigti wiDi 
diipenfiDg bis favours^ or withholding 
chem, as he pleatecb. " 

And if we look CO che poftehcy of ^^ro^^. 
the Uratlites^ this people the Lord chofc in 
jibrabamy tour hundred years belore be 
publickly own'd them. They are exprcfty 
cerin'd an iU& nation^ as being diftinguiib'd 
from che re(l of the world ,* an boly^ Ipecialu^ 
and peculiar people unco God. when hc 
divided to tie nafiom their inherit ance^ and /#• 
parateJ the Jens ef Adam^ He took tbe& 
for his own portion^ the lot of his mheritaneti t- 
tho the earth was his CQ cbufe a people; ouC 
of CO bis naiue. And their hiftory. froo 
the time of their being firil forin'airito » 
people, abundantly ihews the fpecial and 
peculiar love of God to them, above aH. 
other people in the world. Becaufe they 
were pre&iom in iris fight ^and hmomahle^tihtrt^ 
fore he gave men for thenty and people for their 
lifoy vfhca their prefervation and interefb 
caU'd for it j yea, he ga^e Egypt for their 
ranfomy Ethiopia amd Seba/«r them. * And 
why did che Lord take thefe ? What waa 
there to incicle them to this diftinguifbing 
honour ? Did he chufe them becaufe tbey 
were a better people, or a greater nation ? 
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No fuch matter. Mofes tells them^^ Deut^ 

J. jy 8. The Lord Hi not fit bis lave ufon 
J0M, nor cbufej0Uy bccaufeye wen moreinnum" 
bir tbm my ft$fUy for jt weft tbe fiwefi of all 
f to fit. And 18 cheir number was (mall, fo 
cheirdifpolicion was bad and cheir man- 
ners iQ« They were a peevifh and 
humourfome people^froward and perverfe^ 
obftinace and incorrigible ; ftrangely ad* 
diftedto the idolatries olEgyft^ and other 
nations. The Lord fore-law this before 
he chofe them j for he tells them by the 
prophet, Ifai. 48. 4. & I kntw tbat tbou 
wouldejl deal treacberoajfy^ and waft called a 
tranfgrtlfor from the womb. 1 kntw tbat tbou 
waft obftinatt^ tbj neck an ironfintw^ and tbj 
brow brafi, I bavt tvtn from tht btghnlng 
dtclartd it unto tbee ; b^ore it came to fafs I 
Jbewtd it tbee. Therefore the only realbn 
affign'd why God fet his love upon them 
as he did, is this, becaufe be loved tbem. All 
was from free favour, to manifeft his fove- 
reignty, and becaufe he had his t\t€t a- 
mong chem, in a flill higher and more ap^ 
propriate fcnlc. So God faid [to Mofes ^ 
£xod. 3 ;. 19. / will be gracious to wbom I 
will be pr scions J and willjhew mercy to wbom 
I will pew mercy. 

If we go on to name David^Ut, the moft 
ualikdy among the fens ol ^ejjc, w«l% cVvo- 
fen to be the king of Ifiatl VV^^«^ tV^ 
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youngcftof the family^ employ'd in the 
meaneft fervice^ to keep the (beep^ ; fcarce 
reckon'd as one of the family, for he was 
not bro't in amongil the reft, when Samuel 
was fent to anoint blm whom the Lord bad 
cbofen. But when all the other had been 
refused as they pafs'd before Samuel^ tho' 
feveral of them flood fair in the eye of 
the prophet, and David was at lafl fetch'd; 
as foon as he appear'd the Lord faid, Arife^ 
anoint blm, for shls is be. t The peculiarity 
of the divine choice appearing in this 
inflancCj. the pfalmifl (ings of, Pia. 78 70, 
71. Htf cbofe David alfo bis fervant, and took 
him from among the jheep-f olds '^ from following 
tbe ewesgteat with youngs be broi blm to feed 
Jacob hts people, and Ifrael bis Inberltance. 

Another remarkable inflance was Cyrus. 
This man was defign d in the purpoie of 
God for great and noble work ,• to deftroy 
a mighty monarchy, releafe God's people 
out of captivity, and rebuild his temple. 
It was foretold what great things fhould be 
done by him, more than an hundred years 
before he was born ; and he was called by 
bis name too : And this not from any wor- 
thynefs in himfelf, for 'tis faid ht did net 
fo much as know tbe Lord. This famous 
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mtn and his wondrous adions, were pro- 
phefied of fo long before hand^ by the pro- 
phet Ifaiahy in the latter part of the 44tb^ 
and the beginning of the 4^ th chapters of 

his book. Thus faith the Lord, that cwfrmttb 
the v/0rd of his ftrvant^ and ferformetb the 
eounjel of his meffengers ; thdt faith to Jerufa- 
Xtttiy them fijalt be inhabited^ and to the cities of 
Judah, ye (hall he hisilt, and I will raife uf 
tbf decayed places thereof: That faith (/Cyrus, 
'He is my Jhepherdy and (hall perform all my 
fhafure ; et^en frying to Jeruf alcm, thon fialt 
'hbnlby and to the temple^ thy foundation jjball 
he laid. Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whofe right hand I ha'ue hold en, to (ub- 
duo nations before him : and I will loofe the 
loins of kings to open before him the tv/o-leav'd 

{ates, and the gates (halt not be^ut. I will go 
efore thee, and make tie eroded places Jhaighf, 
I will brake in pieces the gates of bra fs, and cut 
infunder the bars of iron : And I will gi'ue 
thjte the treafures of darknefs, and hidden riches 
of fecret places • that thou may ft know, that I 
the Lprd^ which call thee by thy name, am the 
GodofViv2Lt\. For Jacob my fer van ts fake, 
and Ifrael mine ele£l, I havo ei/en called thee 
hy thy name; I have even Jir^named thee, 
though thou haft not known me. 

. Ihc .prophet Jetemy was. likewife or- 
dain'd to great things before he was born. 
To him God faid, Jer. r, 5, Beforel formed 
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fbt€ In the belly I knev/ thee ; and before thoU 
cumeft forth out of the womb I fanifified thee, 
0nd I ordained thee a profhet unto the nations. 

And of the apoftle Paul the Lord faid, 
He is a choftn vejfel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and to fuffer great things for 
my names fake, Ads 9. ijp. He, afterwards 
fpeaking of his converfion, and call to the 
8poftle(hip, afcribes them to the powerful 
grace ofGod^in confequence of his previous 
purpofe and fore-ordination. Gal. i. ly, 
16. It flea fed God, who fefarated me from my 
mothers womb, and called me by his grace, to 
reveal his fon in me, that I might f reach him 
among the heathen. Now, (hall we fay that 
thefe, and other fuch inftances on lacre4 
record, are to be confider'd only as hiftori- 
cal relations ? Surely that would be too 
low and narrow a meaning for them. Ac^ 
cording to the ap'oftle's rcalbning in the 
9th ch. to the Romans, in the cafes of Ifaac 
and Ifhmaely Jacob and Efau, it is very plaip 
they were intended for the illuftrating thp 
methods of God's grace towards particular 
perfons. And, I think, it is juftly inferr'd 
and argu'd, " If there be an eleftion per- 
fonal unto things of a temporal concern- 
ment, and that To long bctore fome of the 
persons were in being, how much more 
unto things of a ffiritual and ctevw^l c.^vw- 
ccrnmcnc ? And li the TuOtd dJv^ xwox.\^^'^ 

G ^^^ 
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out of hitnfclf for the moving confiderations 
on vvh'ch he feleiftcd thefe pcrlbns to their 
feveral privileges and honours, much lefs 
can eledion unco life be founded in any 
defervings of the creature From the lefs 
to the greater is a (criptural way of argu- 
ing, and in many cafes proves ftrongly " t 

But I proceed to exhibit that more direU 
and fofitive pr^of which the hikU furnifbes 
us with. There we read abundantly of an 
election which can be underfiood of no 
other tjian a perfonal eledion unto eternal 
life as "the end, and unto Chrift, andfaitb, 
and holinefs as the way. Andtho' we find 
this dcdrine in the old tefiament^ in the 
writings of Mofts and the prophets ; as ap- 
pears trom fome of the fcriptures we have 
had occafion already to mention, and from 
others which I might turn you to * j yet 
I fh^.U here look only into the new teftament,^ 
where the myfteries of godlinefs are more 
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manifeft, and things chat have been bid 
from ages and generations are difcover'd. 

I (hall not diftribute the fcripcures Ifhall 
mention into any other order than that 
which the bihle prefents them in : And lb 
we muft begin with fome paffages in the 
difcourfes of our blefledSAVIOURhimfelf, 
by which it will appear that HE taught 
this very docftrinc ; He, who is the faithful 
and true witnefs^ and well knew what doc- 
trine was fafe and prohcable to teach, as 
well as true. I think the firft paffage we 
meet with to our purpofe, if we read the 
cvangelifts in the order of an harmony^ 
is in the fermon which Chrift preach 'd to 
the people at Naz^aretb, Luke 4. zy, 26,27. 
Bat I tell you of a truths many widows were in 
Ifrael in the days of Elias, when the heaven - 
was jhut up three years and fix months ^ when 
great famine was in all the land '^ but unto none 
of them was E\i2iS fent^fave unto Sarcpta, <i 
City of Zidon^unto a woman that was a widow. 
And many lepers were in Ifrael in the time of 
Elileus the prophet^ and none of them were 
clean fed fave Naanian the Syrian. The nia- 
nifeft defign of our faviour in thcle two 
examples, is to aflert the (ovcrcignty of 
God in the difpenfations of his favour ; and 
to let them know, that as the pro^h^c EU^«^.4i 
was fenc to relieve a i&vpum^ >«\$^o^ "^^^ 
the prophet Elijha to V\ea\ a ^v^^^^"^;^^ 
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leper, fo he came with a commiffion and 
defigfi to fave, not all, but a fcleft number, 
of the Jeii^s and Gentiles. And it feems 
they could not bear this doArine even in 
thofedays : For it follows, And all tbej 
in the fynagogue, when thej heard tbcfe things, 
were filled with wrathy and rcfe ufy and thrnfi 
him out of the city^ and led him to the brew of 
a hilly that they might ca/t him down headlong. 
But this did not caufe him to fapprefs the 
truth, or wave it, when he had occafion to 
mention it, whether in his prayers or fcr- 
moiis. — At a time when he had been re- 
proving and threatning the places where 
he had prcach'd the gofpel, for their impe- 
nitence and unbelief, he comforts himfelf 
with the thoughts that there was a number 
upon vvbom the word had come with a 
laving light and power, purl'uant to the 
purpofe and pleafure of the father ; whom 
he adores as the proprietor and difpofer 
of all fpi ritual and heavenly bleffings, and 
whofe free difpenfation of his favours, he 
moft heartily approves of, and acquiefcs 
in. Mat. ii. 2f, 26. At that time Jejus 
anfivercd and [aid, I thank thee, O father y Lord 
of bea'ven and earthy becaufe thou hafi hid tbeje 
things from the wife and frudent, and hajf re- 
wcaled them unto babes, E'ven foy fat her y for fo 
If feemeth good in thy fight \ At another 

time when his dil'ciples exprefs'd them- 
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felres (omething furpriz'd that he taught 
the peofde in parables^ without an expo* 
fitioo CO let them into the meaning of what 
he deliver'd to them, explaining thit^s 
only to their fmall and leled company in 
a private way, and defired a reafon of this 
his conduA ; he anfwers them in fuch a 
manner as to let them know, chat (piritual 
light and knowledge, a faving difcovery of 
gofpel truths, were given to iome, and to 
thcmfelves in particular, in a way of free 
fpecial difiinguifiiing favour ^ but withheld 
from others according to God's wife holy 
and fovereign pleafure : He faid unto them^ 
Bicauft it is gi'uen to you to know tbo myfteries 
of the iingd^m of beavtn^ but to tbem it is not 

gi'c/en^ Mat. i;. lo, ii. ^—.^ So when, on 
another occafion, there were fome who 
complain'd againft the method he obferv'd 
in the beflowment of his bounty and 
mercy, He in reply to them, vindicates his 
own right todii'pofe of the bleflings of the 
gofpel as he faw meet, becaufe he was the 
Ibvereign proprietor thereof, and none 
could claim what he did not fee caufe to 

give. Mat. ZO, ly, i6. Is it not lawful for 
me to Jo wbot I will witb mint own ? \s 
tbint eye etril^ bteaufe 1 am good ? So the Uft 
JImU be firjt, and tbt firfl lafi ; for many bt 
called, but few cbofen. And when, a little 
after this, tbt motber of Tjsl^d^K,^% c\i\\)or«nv 
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who bad entercain'd the notion of a tem- 
poral kingdom which Chrift was about to 
jfec up, came to him with that ambitious 
requeft, that her two Jons might be his chief 
favourites and miniuers, might fet the one on 
bis fight band, the other on hit left in his king" 
dom; in his anfwer to her he not only lets 
her know (he was mil^aken about the na- 
ture of his kingdom, which was not of this 
world, but that the donatives and honours 
of it, were long fince fettled, and were to 
be difpos'd of by him to thofe perfons for 
whom they were dcfign'd in the Father's 
codnfel and purpofe, and to no other. He 
faid, To fit on my right hand, and on my left^ 
is not mine to give, but to thofe for whoxn it is 
prepared of my father. ■. In the i;th ch. 

oiA4ark,onv faviourfore-tells the unparalled 
diftrcfs and deiblation which would come 
upon the Jews, when the Roman armies 
Ihould make a defcent upon Jndea, and in- 
vcRJerufalem, the holy city j whofe power 
and rage would be fo great as to make even 
a full end of that people, if the merciful 
providence of God did not interpofe, to 
reftrain and limit them. Such a remem- 
brance of mercy in the midft of this judg- 
ment he gives them the promife of ,* but 
withal lets them know this favour would 
beibewn tbemy for the lake oi ^cWofeti 
aumbcc ; that f uch oi his c\c& ^^ ?l% w^tt. 
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^' then living in their fins, and thofe of 
" them who were to defcend from the 
*^ loins of fome of that age/ might be bro'c 
'^ to faith and repentance ^ and that they 
" together with the already converted, 
might be preferved for the propagation 
of his kingdom in the world; the 19, and 
2oth verfes. For in tbofe days fhallte affiiSian, 
fucb 4i was not from the beginning of the crta* 
tion which God created^ unto this timt. Ani 
ex€ep the Lord had Jhortned tbofe dofs^ no fiefh 
Jhonld hefavtd ; hut for the eleds fake whom 
he hath chofen^ be hath (hortned the dayn Our 

faviour goes on in the next verfes, to fore- 
tell that falfe ebriis, and falfe frepbets would 
arife at that time,- (0 plaufiblein their pre- 
tences/o artful in their managements, and 
fo induflrious to feduce, that they would 
deceive and draw away the very eUB them- 
fclves, were not their perleverance in the 
faith fecur'd by the purpofe of God con- 
cerning them, and their fedudion & over- 
throw thereby rend red imfoffMe ■« 
In the 6th ch. of Jobn^ we have our blefled 
Lord complaining of the unbelief of the 
generality of thoi'e who had both feen his 
jmiracles^and heard his preaching,- yet com- 
forting himfelf, and refrefliing others who 
wifh'd to fee his faving wotk ^o ow^ >«v\v 
the thought^ that a good\'^ tw^^Tsfe^t ^w^^^ 
aftecall bclierc and be tave3^v^'scu^.^ "^^"^^ 
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as the father had giren to him for his 
charge and care. The !}6, ;7, ?8, k 59th, 
verfes ; I igve faid to j$u^ that fe alfo ba'ue 
feen me^tmd Relieve not, Jill tbat the father bath 
given mt^^all come to m€\ — for V came down 
from hean/eny not to do mine own will, but tbe 
will of bim that fent mo. And this is tbe fa* 
tbors will which hath fent me^ that of all which 
be bath given me, I jhoald loofe nothings but 
jhould raife it up again at tbe lafi day ■ 
In the loth chap, he (peaks of his own re- 
domftion, as being of juft the fame extent 
with the Fathers ele&ion ; reprefents hiai- 
felf as under a neceffity to bring all that 
belonged to this eleftion, into his church, 
and a participation of the bleffings of the 
gofpel, by the influences of his fpirit ac- 
companying his word, becaufe he cou'd 
not otherwife difcharge his truft, and ful- 
mi the engagements he had enter'd into ; 
and fpeaks of the continued unbelief of 
thofc to whom he preach'd the gofpel, as 
a fign they were not included in this num- 
ber. The ijth, i6ch, 26th, 27th,&28th, 
verfes ; — I lay down my life for tbe Jheef. 
And other jheef I have which are not of this 
fold i them alfo I mufl brings and tbeyjhall hear 
my voice ; and there fhall be one fold, and one 
fififberJ. Te believe a#r, becaufe ye are not of 
my jheef, as I faid unto you. My jheef hear my 
^mi^sffdlhfQw tbem^und tboj folhw me: 
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afid I give unto them eternal Ufe^ Oni they Jhalt 
never perifhy neither fiiall any pluck them out of 
my band. My father which gave them me is 
greater than all^ and none is able to pluck thens 
out of my fathers hand ^ whofe power is alfo 
^ngag'd for their prefervation, and from 
whom I am never ieparated in council and 
working. It is true, The calling of the 
Gentiles into the church is rcferr'd to in 
what is faid in the i6th v ; but to refir^in 
all that our Saviour has here faid to the 
calling of them as a body, appears to t>e 
very contrary to the run of his difcourfe, 
wherein by the deep which he fpeaks of 
as belonging to himfelf in the quality of a 
' Ihepherd, is evidently meant a feled nutii- 
ber out of the Jews and Gentiles both — . 
Inthei;th ch. of this fame gofpel, our 
Saviour giving an intimation, to hisdifei- 
ples of the damning fin of Judas jufl before 
he committed it, makes this diflinAion be- 
tween him and the reft of the apofiles, I 
fpeak not of you all ; I know whom I have eho-* 
fen, V. I }* The choice mufl refer to fal^ 
vatioriy and not to the apolileihip, for to 
this he was chofen, as much as the other 
apoftles ,• wherefore he fays in another 
place, Have not I chofen jou twelve, and, one 

of 
H 
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of you is a deviH * Our Saviour^ as 

he began, fo, he ends his miniftry with this 
dO(*rine : For his parting prayer with his 
difciples, juft before he left them and the 
world, is full of it. It is recorded in the 
i7thch, of y(?AwVgofpel^and plainly (hews 
that as in his mediatorial undertaking, he 
was concern'd with a peculiar number 
given him by way of diftinftion out of 
mankind in general, fo thefc only were 
interefled in this interceffory prayer, as 
thofe to whom the bleffings he ask'd for 
and claim'd, did rightfully belong. Thefc 

words [fake fefus, and lip up his eyes to bea^ 
*uen^ andfaidj Father^ the hour is come j glorifit 
tbj foHy that thjfon alfo way glorifie thee. As 
thou bafi given him fower over all flejh^ that 



^ It is manifeft to me, that Chrift bere means 

a more peculiar and beneficial election, thta 

to the office of Apoftles ; for he had chofen 

them all to this. Bat he here fpeaks of a 

difcriminating choice of fome of them, which 

did not extend to them all, .and particularly 

to Judas : And tofliew that his knowing 

whom he had chofen, related not to their 

t^mp^r and difpofition, but to the per(bns 

tbemfelTes, he did not fay, I know, mfoms^ 

what their qualities are, but, tf^, the perfons, 

whom I tare chofen. G\ixse'& ^Kcclleat 

Parapbnfe^ in the niar{in. 

he 



i 
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be Jhould give eternal life to as many as thou ha/i 
given him. — I have manifejled thy name 
unto the men which thou gavefi me cut of the 
world } thine they were, and thou gavefi them 
me, and they have kept thy word. I have given 
unto them the words which thou gavefi me, and 
they have received them, and have known furely 
that I came out from thee, and they have believed 
that thou didfi fend me. I fray for them ; I 
fray not for the world, but f^r them which thou 
bafi given me, for they are thine. Keep thro' 
thy own name, thofe whom thou bafi given me. 
SanSifie them thro' thy truth. Let them be one, 
as thou father art in me^ and I in thee. Father, 
I will that they alfo whom thou bafi given me, 
be with me J where I am, that they may behold 
my glory which thou bafi given me. And that 
none might reftrain this prayer to the 
apoftles, our laviour (hews how extenfive 
it was in ehe intention of it -, that it inclu- 
ded all that in every age (hould obtain the 
faith of God's ele£l. v. 2o. Neither pray I for 
tbefe alone, but for them alfo which Jhall believe 

on me thro' their word. • Thus far we 

have quoted the words of Chrift Himfelf, 
the great frophet of the church ,• who, came 
from the bofom of the father^ the feat of his 
counfels as well as love, and therefore was 
well able to reveal the fecvtt^ o^ Vr.v^^twv^ 
wen upon earth j and was f aitbful t o Utn xN^^^^ 
app^mndhifn, as alfo Mofcs was fa\t\>f**^ *^%*r , 
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The dlfdfUs whom our Lord fent forth 
to preach under the Ipecial guidance of his 
fpirit J and the afoftks who were train'd up 
for the work ot the tniniftry under the per- 
fmul infiruBions of their divine mafter, or 
were taught the gofpel they were to preach 
by immediate revelation from Chrift him- 
(elf ; they taught this doftrine afcer him 
without the leaft hefitation, and preached 
9n4 wrote in the fame firain wich him. 

The Evangelift L^ke, ( who was very 
probably one of the feventy difciples, and 
with good reafon isfupposoto have wrote 
the narrative of the A^s of the AfofHes^ as 
well as the third of the four gof pels which 
bears his name ) giving an account of the 
fuccefs of the gofpel among the Gentiles^ 
ypon the Jews refufal of it, makes the 
workoffaving faith in thofe in whom it 
was wro't, to be the refult of that aft ot 
grace which we call predeftination. Afts 
i;. 48. Andovben the Gentiles heard this, they 
V^ere glad, and glorified the word of the Lord ; 
dnd as many as were Prdainep unto eternal 
life believed. 

The apoftle Paul, the great doftor of the 
Gentiles^was a zealous aflertor of this truth 
i/7 altnoR all his epifiles. When he writes 
ro'c/jdfb in Rome who WWt belovcA of Gol^ 



unto Life. 5 ^ 

and called to be faints, he takes care to let 
them kn6w the ground of all the privileges 
they enjoy 'd in time, and of that happi- 
nefa they hop d for thro' eternity, was laid 
in God's free clecfting love. The 8th ch. 
at the iSch v. jind we know that all things 
Jhall work together for good to them that love 
Godj to them who are called according to 
HIS PURPOSE. Then follows the words of 
our Text, For whom he did fore-know^ be alfo 
did predejlinate to he conformed to the image of 
his fon, that he might he the firfi^born among 
many brethren. Moreover j whom be did pre* 
defiinatCj them he alfo called ; and whom be 
called, them he alfo jufiified ; and whpm be 
juftified, them he alfo glorijjed. And to fiie\^ 
the immutability of this elefting love of 
God, and that nothing ihould hinder the 
objeds of it from being pat into the aftual 
pofledion of the grace and glory to which 
they were defign'd, he leads them into that 
noble triumph with which the chapter 
ends. Who Jhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's ekS ? — Who [hall feparate us from 
the love of Chrifi ? m.,^^ 1 am perfwaded that 
neither death, nor llfc^ nor angels, nor principal 
litles, nor powers, nor things pre/ent, nor things 
to come^ * nor height, nor deptb^ nor any other 
creature, Jhall be able to feparate us from ibt ivut. 
of God wAicA is in Chrlfi Jt[ui owr LotJl- — -^ 

In the 9th chapter he goes oti to '^M^^^g^^^ 
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doftrioe from particular inftanees, and t# 
vindicate it againft fome objeHions. When 
Rebecca ibiii cvnceivti twins i^ ^r //i/i&ef 
Ifaac, »r was faU unt9 her, the elder ffljallfer'ye 
the jcunger ; as it is written^ Jacob have I 
hifedj but Efau have I bated ; tho the children 
heing net yet born^bad done neither good nor evil: 
That tbefurfofe ofGod according to election might 
fiand^ not of works, but of him that calletb. 
IVbat Jhall we /ay then ? // there unrighteoufnefs 
with God f God forbid. For be faith to Molcs, 
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy^ 
and I will have compajjion on whom I will 
have eampajjion. For the fcripture faith to 
Pharaoh, Even for this fame purpofe have I 
raifed thee up, that I might fkew my power in 
thee^ and that my name might be declared 
throughout all the earth. Thou will fay then 
0nto me. Why doth he yet find fault ? For who 
bath refined his will ? Nay hut^ O man, who 
art thou that repliejl againfi God? Shall the 
thing formed fay to him that formed it^ Why 
bifl thou made me thus ? Hath not the potter 
fewer over the clay, of the Jame lump to make 
anevejftl unto honour, and another unto diponour} 
Some win reply to this, and fay, It is not 
a perfonal, but a national preference which 
is here fpoken of ; and the apoflle does 
not refer to Jacob and Efau in their fingle 
capacity^ or to the fpiritual atvd t.v ttV^ftiw^ 
Hate of either of them ; but \tvttw3k^ ov\^ 
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their poftericy, and the difference made 
between the Ifrailhts and the EJomites, in 
the external difpenfations of providence ; 
which he mentions to juftifie God, and 
filencc the Ji7i/s from complaining, tho' 
they were call off, and the Gentiles called 
in their room. But tho' Jacob and Efau 
are here fpoken of with rcfpeft to their 
defcendents, it does not follow that they 
are not to be perfonalljr confidcr'd alfo ; 
efpecially fince Vbaraob is mentioned, and 
bro't in as an inftance with them. And 
whoever attends to the manner of the 
apoftles difcourCe, I think muft fee that he 
has fomething higher than any temporal 
concerns of men in his eye ail along, and 
refers to their fpiritual & everlafting flate^ 
Why elfe docs he draw that inference fromr 
it in the i6 v ,* So then it is not of him that 
willetby nor of him that runnetby but of God 
that fhtwetb mercy ? And fpeak in the ir 
and 23 verfes, of God's Jhewing his ovrath^ 
and making bis power known^ on the vejfels of 
v/ratb fitted for defiruSHon^ whom he here 
endured with much lonf; fuffering ; and his dif- 
playing the riches of bis glory y in the "vejfels of 
mercy ^ which he bad afore prepared unto glory ? 
In the nth chap, he further vindicates 
the divine conduft incaftin^oftx.Vv^'^o»x^ 

and reconciles it both w'ltVv tVvt ^totcCiSs; 

wadcHmo Che fathers, and w\tVv iVvc ^viVo© 
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goodnefs in general / And he does this by 
aflercing an eUStlon of grace among that 
people, which wou'd certainly take effeA. 
The rcjeftion, he fays, was not total. 
They were caft off indeed, but not alL 
There was a chofen remnant among them, 
that obtained righteoufnefs and life by Faith 
in Jelus Chrifl, tho' the body of that peo- 
ple remain'd in unbelief ,- of which number 
he reckons himfelf to be one i and he fug« 
gefls too that it was a larger number than 
fome might imagine, as was the number of 
the cholen, prelerv'd and faithful, in the 
days of Ellas. From the ift to the 7th v. 

J fay then, hath God cap; away his people ? God 
forbid. For I alfo am an Ifraelite of the feed of 
Abraham, of the tribe (^/"Benjamin. God hath 
not caft awaj his people which he foke-KNBW. 
Wot ye not what the fcrifture faith of Ell as ? 
How be ntaketh intercejjion toGod againfiUtzely 
faylngj Lord^ thiy hat^e killed thy prophets^ and 
digged down thine altars ; and I am left alone, 
and they feek my life. But what faith the an" 
fwer of God unto him ? I ha^ve refervd to my 
felfjeven thoufand men^ who have not bowed the 
tnee'io tie image of Baal Even fo then at 
this time alfo there is a REMNANT ACCORDING 

TO THE ELECTION OF GRACE. And if by 

gTMCj then it is no mou of works ^ otherwife 
jgrace is no mere grace. But if it be of •u^otks^ 
^^ if is no more grace *^ ctberwifewwk \\n% 
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more With What then ? ITrael iath not oh^ 
idined that ovbicb he feeketb for ; but the 

ELJECTION HATH OBTAIN'D IT, afld^ tbe Tifi 

ii/ere blinded. 

He begins his cpiftlc to the Ephefans 
with a moft devout and folemn thanks- 
giving to God, for^h'ofe Tpiritual blcffings 
it^henewith believers arc blcfled ; and not 
only mentions their cleftipn and predefti - 
nation as owe, but as the (fecret fpring from 
whence all the reft do ffovi^/ Chap- i. v. ;, 

4, f ; BleJJed be tbe God and 'fdthtr of our Lord 
Jefus Cbrift, who batb blej/idus with all ffirU 
iual bhj/lhgs iik ' hea'venly things in Clrifi : 

ACCORDIJ^G a* Ui hath CfaoSfefJ t/S IN HIM, 
iEFORt tHE FOUJSrDATlOS' OF THfi WOEtD, 

ibat we Jliould bb botjy and wiibdui blante before 
bi0f in kvt : HaDin^ predefiinated us to the 
irdopiiH of tbildfen by Jefus Cbrifi to himfelf^ 
2trcbrdlt?g to tbe good fUafure of his Vfill^ to the 
ffaife of tbe glofy of bis grace. Surely this 
ftidft contain hiiich more than their being 
aW!*>inted to the outward pritilegcs of the 
cniit-ch Rate of the gofpel : fot tho' this is 
n great favour^ytt all who are thus favour'd 
Wtft be faid tote blefled with ALL ffni- 
iiial blef/jngi in Cbrifi, as thofe here fpoken 
Of are Taid to be. The apoflle leaves us at 
hb loU about the perfotis hete \tv\^vv55.^^ s 
far he calls them in the ift. v, T\\t ^axnxs a^ 
tphcfiss^ ai$dfnithful %n QWx% ^tlxK^ \ '^^ 
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they are farther defcribed in the 7th v. as 

havitfg rejemption thro' bis hlaod^ even the for'- 
givmcfsoffirts ; which things can't be laid 
to belong to thole who are no more than 
vifible or nominal chrillians . 

To the Tbejfalonlam he writes^ as know^ 
ii^ tbilr elellim of God^ becaufe the gofpel 
h»d come to them, not In v^ord only but in 
fowtr i which plainly ihews fomething 
more is intended than their eleftion to the 
injoyment of che gofpel j for its coming 
'in word only would have bebn a futiicient 
proof of that, i Ef. i. ch. 4f. v. This is 
farther explain'd, in his 2d epiftle, the 2. 
ch. at the i;th & 14 verfes; where the 
gofpel is confidered as the means of their 
attaining that falvation which they are 
faid to be chofcn to j for he fays to them, 
God hatby from tbe beginnings chofen you to faU 
'uatien^ tiro' fanUification of tbe fpkitj and be^ 
lief of tbe truth j wbereunto be called yon by our 
gofpel J to tbe obtaining tbe glory of our Lord 
Jeju^ Chrlli — . Hitherto our quotations 
have been out of thofe Epiftles of Tuul 
vv^hich are direded to churches. He alio 
v/rote fotiic to particular perfins j as to 
Timothy his own fon in thefaitb, to direft him 
how to dKcharge his office as 2iTiK'vangelifi : 
Him he charges to boldfafitht form c( found 
zi^i^rJs^ w/iich he had hcaid Uou\ VCvcd&XI % 
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and yft find this to be fome of thofe found 
words^ a part of the chriftian doArine in 
which he infiituted this young divine ; 
That falvation takes its rife^ from the free 
grace, and eternal purpofe of God in Jefus 
Chrift. 2 ep. i ch. 9th v. Wbo batbfavid 
us^ and called us with an holy calling ; not ac^ 
cording to pur worksy but according to bis own 
furpoje and grace ovbicb was given us in Cbrifi 
Jefus^ before the world began. That he might 

be willing to do and iufier any thing, to 
promote the falvation of others, he propo- 
les CO him his own example, in the 2 ch. 
the loth V. 1 endure all things for the slects 
SAKE, that they may obtain the fahatfon in 

Cbri/t Jefus, to which they are defign'd. 
And left he fhou'd be difcoufag'd when 
corrupt teaehers fhou'd advance dangerous 
and deftruftive opinions, as Hymcnas and 
Thiletus had done, and the faith of many 
nominal chriftians fhou'd be overthrown by 
them, he lets him know. That as many as 
God had fet apart for himfelf, would be 
preferved thro' faith unto falvation, v. 19. 

Nevertbelefs the foundation of God fiandetb 
furCy having this feal, the Lord knowetb them 
thai are bis. Nor does he leave this ^ out of 
thefcheme of principles he taught TiVn/, 
znoAitT Evangelifi.i whofebufincU "M^^^x.^ 
WBterthe churches planted b^ tVv^^^c5S5\^'^% 
and to firengthcn and catvv otv ^^"^^^ 
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which they had begun. In the ^efia.ce qjf 
his epiftle to hiiQ, he (peaks of himrelf^ as 
afervant of God, anif an apfilt of Jefus Ckrii 
according to the fiutb of Uo^s eleS, and tie 
acknowledging of the truth which is after god- 
linefs : in hope of eternal life, which God that 
cannot lie promifed kcfore tie world began. Ijl 
the body of the epiftle he charges him, to 
fpeak the things which become found doElrine ; 

and not only to inculcate the duties of 
praftical religion, 6ut to fet forth the free 
grace of God in man's falyation by Jelus 
Chrift ; and to urge obedience from this 
peculiar motive ot the gofpel, the end of 
thrift's death. Who gave himfelf for us^ to 
redietn us from all inicjuity, and to pur if e to 
himfelf a peculiar pbople^ who Ihould be 

z,ealous of good works. Tit. l ch. I, 2. V« 

z ch. I. I }, 14. V. 3 ch, 4, y, 6. verfe. 

There was a union ot the other apoftles 
with PW in teaching this doftrine. It 
is more than implied in thofe words of 
Jam^s, ( ch. I. V. 18 ) Of his own will 
begat he us with the word of truth, &C. His 
cwnwijl there, means nothing l^fs than his 
purpos'd grace : It is the fame with wha? 
the apoftlc Paul calls Lis good fleafure^ wbick^ 
he hath purpojed in. himfelf t And when 
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he if w4|rnAn8; aigaiaft a fivtial regar^g 
the rich^ a^d dcfpiling the poor, he (b$^^ 
this to be very co^crary to God's 'naec hod 

ch. Sth V. HMrke^ mj behv.t4 hretbun^k^i^ 
not God CK0S2N tbf f^or of this world^ rkbim 
faith ^ and biirs of tb^ kingdom which be h^k 
fromifed to them that love him i 

The apoftle Veter will npt leave tbu. 
fubjcd untouch'd. Writing to the cbriftU 
ans driven by perfecution Jrom their own 
country into places where they wcicfirang"^ 
ers, he addrefles them in this fiile, Elect. 
according to the fou-knowUdge of God the /«.-» 
tber^ thro' fanHification offhejpirit unto ckedi^ 
enc$, and fprinkling of the blood ofjefus. H^e 
d^ftinguiflies betwee;i them and others, in 
the next ch. at the Sth and 9th verfes ; 
Others^ he fays, took of^nce at Chrift, and 

fiumbled at his word, being difobedient^wherC'- . 
unto alfa they were apointed ; but thefe were 

a CHOSBK GSNERATIOK, a PECULIAR PEOPLE,. 

ta piew forth the praifes of him y who bath 
called them out of darknefs into bis marvellous 
light. And in his next epiftle, the ift, ch. 
the loth V. he exhorts them to give dilli' 
gence to make their callings and therein their 
election fure i i. c, fure to themfelves, with . 
rcfpeft to their own comfortable know- , 
ledge of it, as it was a\tt?ift.'i ^vx^^ "^^^ 
refpc& to the decree aud^i^ux^^^ ^^^^^ 
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The teftimonies (hall finifli with Jobnl 
as his writings clofe the book of God. He 
was efpecially the difciple of love, and bis- 
tfifiUsy as well as his gofpel, breach the 
elefting love of God. In his firft epiflle 
the i4ch eh, the 19th v. He makes the an- 
tecedent eternal love of God to us^ not on- 
ly the incentive, but the rife aod ffring of 
the believers love to bim ; We love him, 
hecaufe be firfi loved us. And he infcribes 
his fecond epiftle,to an honourable matron, 
whom he calls tbe elell Lady ; not only a 
choice one, but one chofen of God » 
Nor is the book of the Revelation which 
Jefus Cbrijl made to bim filent about this 
truth. There we are told, That all that 
iwd in the leartb (hall worfbif the hea/f, and ' 

be deceived by fatan, either in doftrine 
or praftice, to their perdition, excepting 
thofe whofe names are written in the lamh 
hook of life from the fotmdation of the world ; 
i;thch. 8. V. 17. ch. 8t. And in the 
14th verfe, the followers of the lamb have 
this description and charader given of 
them, they are tailed, and chofen^ and faithful 
Finally, we are told in the 21 ch. 27th v. 
Who (hall gain admiflion into tbe new ^e^ 
rufalem, the Jerufalem which is above^ the 
€ity of the livingGod ; that there fhall in no wife 
e^fer a»f thing that defilethy neit&er wbatforutt' 
^^jif/ji ahmination^ or mafeetb a Ut ^ Wt 
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.THEY WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S 

BOOK OF LIFE. This cxpreffioQ frequencly 
occurs in the facred ftiie. Ot fome 
f articular faints we read, ( Phil. 4. 5. ) their 
names are in tie book ef life. And the whole 
body oi them are ftiled, (Heb. 12. 2;,) 
The church of the firfi^horn written in heaven. 
All Nvhich places refer to the common ufage 
among men, of keeping books of record^ 
in which are entred the names of perfonS 
admitted into their community^ and all 
eleftions to offices among them : And fo 
in this metaphorical way of (peaking, thQ 
fcripture reprefents the great difcriminac- 
ing favour of eternal eleQion. 

It appears from all, that the doArine yd 
are treating of, is no fcatter'd, fmgle, er 
independent article j but runs along 
with the fiream of the bible^ '^ We have 
** not this truth as thefmall drop of a bucket^ 
" hvLt zs the found of many waters. If thefc 
texts do not mean what we are maintain- 
ing^ to me they mean nothing at all. And 
however one or two of them may be art- 
fully evaded, or turn'dto another fcnfe by 
thejlight of any ,• t ye^ they who deny our 



t If any would fee a number of tbft ^ctv^vox^^ 
ire liave JDcntion'd rtfcu'd ttomtSciti.^T^'^'W 



j/id uiinatural ii^terpr^tatiota oV *^*!1?7^J^, 
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iteiftKne trtuft fi^ mth m esuittHhg pttt 
trAnj of rcripttircs, a^nd contend With Mofts 
«nd the TrBfbets^ CHRIST and his Jpofitei. 
And thus wc fee what W6 have aflerteA, 
ftrongly eftablifh'd by the mutbority of tbc 
Mj fcripfures. 

H. We may argue this truth from the 

divhe fttfeSiions j particularly, JfVoro thfe 
infinite 9ny^<»i9», and certain fort-kHfowledie 
of God. 

1. From the infinite v>iJJom of €od, ifl 
cofiranftiort with his power. Whattveif 
Gnd docs, he muft hi fuppos'd to have btf- 
fore determind to dO : This milft ht alto^'d 
or clfe it wou'd argue him dcfeftivc in 
wtfdm. And whatever he deterteincs to 
d6 he muft accdfftplifljfir it wou'd at^e him 
deftStivt in po^^Ver. I fiftd this tho't fo urcfl 
parfu'd by a late rational and found D#- 
'vtfie^ * that I will take the liberty to ufc 
his words, with but little var*iati6ti. 

•* It muft be allowed that whatever pef- 
WAron or excclleticy is to be ffturid Jri arty 
creature, the lame muft be eflentiil t6 IM 

fVbitiyy and others ; let thtsi eonfult^Dodtor 
Edwards' % VeriMRfdnXi %ttA thelittDoAor 
Urdihy'i Body of DiVvtilt^- 

♦ Tht "^t^. Mt. Smth^ ^ 
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mdff high God, and that in the mod emi- 
nent and cranfcendent degree. For, it 
every creature derives its being from God, 
as the hrft caufe, then no creature can 
peffibly be pofTefs'd of any excellency^ but 
what muft, in the higheft and mod ab(b- 
lute fcnfe, belong to God — . Now, no 
one can deny that it is an excellency in 
any creature to be wife and powerful; 
wife to lay a fcheme of What he intends 
to do, and powerful to perform and ac- 
compli(h what he deflgns. For a rational 
being to fet about a work^ without fitft 
forming in his mind a wodel of what he 
ihtends to purfue, is to difcover a defe^ 
of wifdom; as not to be able to accompiii^ 
tlie plan he hath laid dowii^ bewrays a 
want of power. ■■ Thefe prcmifes 

bteing granted;^ which indeed cannot be 
denied, it mufE follow, that whatever the 
great God does he defign'd to do ; and 
whatever he defign'd to do he does. For, 
to fupi^ofedod to perform any work which 
be did not before defign to perform, is to 
charge him with a degree of folly^and wittf 
afting below an intelligent agent ; as to 
fuppofe him to de(ign a thing whioh he 
does not efTcd, is to tax him with impo- 
tence. If then it is an inftTOCt, oi\V\t. ^'^- 
dom and power ot man^ ^t^ x.o ^^^\^?jv ^ 
m}rk, and then to pctteet it,Ote V^^"^^^^^ 
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who is infinite in both thefe perfedions, 
muft defign what he tficSts^ and effed what 
he defigns. To this dccifion of rea[on the 
iacred fcripeures bear their teftimony in 
the f ulleft and ftrongcft manner. With how 
much majefty does the great God deliver 
himfelf in thofe words, Ifai. 46, iq, h? 
lam God, and there is none elfe ; / am God,and 
there is none like me ; declaring the end from 
the heginingj and from ancient times y the things 
that are not yet done, faying, My counfel Jhall 

fiandy and I will do all mypleafure. To 

apply this to the great work of fallen 
man's redemption. Either God adually 
faves all men, or he does not ; if he doe^ 
he muft have defign'd it; if he dees not/tis 
plain he never defign'd it. All that God 
defign'd to fave, he faves ; but he aftually 
faves fome only, therefore he defign'd only 
to fave fome of fallen Adam's children. 
Now, if we confider God as infinite in wif-- 
dom, and of almighty power, there cannot 
be a more rational way of arguing, than 
from his ads to his defigns. " 
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2. The very Fore- knowledge of God ar- 
^gues the fame thing. That known to Sod 
-are all his works from ti$ beginlng^ t will bc 
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eafily granted^ Few, if any among us^are 
difpos d to deny this,ThatGod did from all 
ccernity fore- know who fhou'd be faved. 
He muft then fore-know that the requifite 
qualifications to falvation (hou'd be found 
in them; that they wou'd repent^ and be- 
lieve^ and okey the gofpel ; for none can be 
fav'd without thefe. And fince the fcrip- 
ture is plain that thefe are God's gift, of 
his working wherever they are found, he 
cannot be faid to have fore-known that 
thefe wou'd fo repent and believe, without 
an unalterable determination in his own 
mind to beftow thefe faving graces on them 
in particular. Therefore, Fore-knowledg c 
and predeflination arelink'd together in 
our text, Whom be did fore-know, them he did 
fredefiinate. I take this argument to be 
conclufive. It is that upon which the 
great Doftor Twifs mainly refls the caufe, 
in his learned defence of this truth againft 
the oppofers of his day. And it was this 
convinc'd thq celebrated Dr, Souths and 
brought him into thofe principles called 
Cahinian. It will not be foreign to my 
purpofe, and poffibly it may more than 
inform and pleafe fome,if I ftou d infcrt a 
fliort account of that matter into this dif- 
courfe, I have it then liQvcv Nt.i^ ^^^^ 
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authority, f that this eminent pcrfon, 
(ometime after the reftoration, being jn 
company at Oxf§rd with fevcral perfons of 
note, and among the reft with Mr. Thonfas 
Gilbert^ who was afterwards one of the 
ejcSei minifters, they fell ^nto a converfa- 
cion about the arminian points. And altho' 
it w^s more than fufpeded that Dr. Soutb^ 
who fell in with the new conformityj did 
alfo incline t6 the new divinity of that 
time, yet upon Mr. Gilberts ^ilerting that 
the Predefiination of the Calvtnl^s did nc- 
Ceffarily follow upon th,e Vrefcience of the 
Armlnians^ the Dodor prefently engag'd 
that if he would make that out^ he would 
never be an Arminian fo long as he liv'd. 
K^r Gilbert immediately ui^dertopk it, and 
tirade good his aflertion to the fatisfaAion 
of thofe prefcnt j and the poSor himfeU 
was fo convinc'd,as to continue to the lafl 
g very ?:ealous aflercor of the reform 'd 
doftrine againft its yariops oppofcrs — — - 
And thus the truth we are maintaining 
p)^y be argued from the divine perfe^ions. 

III. It may alfo be argued from the dt(- 
^enjations of ^rf^vidence and grace j in giving 
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the gpfpcl to fomc people, and not to 
others ; and in bleiling the preaching of 
it for faving good to fome who enjoy it, 
and not to others. 

I. In gi'ving the gofpel to fome and not 
to others. In order to compleat the (al- 
vationofmcn, the redemption purchafed 

.mult be applied 3* and in order to this ap- 
plication there are means appointed and 

. made neceffaryby God's inttitution :thefe ^ 
are the word and ordinances of thegolpel. 
For, as fays the apoftle, Rom. 10. 14. How 

jhall they call on him in whem thej have not 
believid ? And how Jhall they believe in him, 
of whom they have not beard ? And how Jhall 
they hear without a preacher ? Now, the gof- 
pel of falvation is fent to fome places, and 
not to others; and this by a fpecial frcvi* 
dence. Not only the dodrine, but the 
journeys and tra'uels of the apoftles, were 
under the diredion of the fpiric of God. 
Afts 16. 6, 7. J\^ow when they were gone 
throughout Phrygia, and the region c/Galatia, 
and were forbidden of the holy Ghofi to preach 
the word /»Afia, after they were come to Myfia, 
they ajfayed to go into Bichynia : but the fpirit 
fuffared them not. Agreably when the apoftle 
Paul was preaching the gofpel at AfJtiochy 
he toJd rh€ people o^ iV\2lx. ^X^^^ V, KS^^-^^V 
26. J Men and trcfibm, to ^ou u \U "^^-^^^^ 
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tUsfshathn sent. Not fo much bro't by 
us 88 fenc by God^ And this difpofition of 
providence cannot be accounted for but 
by an cleftion of grace to be gathered in 
from among fuch a people. This was 
given as the reafon why Paul was fent to 
preach thegofpcl at Corinth^ Afts 18.9,10. 

Tien fpake the Lord to Paul in the night hj a 
niifion^ faying^ Be not afraid, hut fpeak, and 
bold not thy peace, for I am with thee^ and no 
man fiiall hurt thee ,• for I have much people 
in this city. And lb the preaching of the 
gofpel in other Gentile places is accounted 
for,Adsij'.i4. James anfwered faying^Te have 
beard how God bath vifited the Gentiles, to 
take out of them a people for his name. 

2. In hlejfmg the means of grace for faving 
good to fome who enjoy them, and not to 
others. The wind blows where it liftetb • and 
the holy fpiric works by the miniftry of the 
word, to will and to do, of bis own good plea- 
fare, f One is awakn'd, convinced, pricked 
to the heart by a fermon ; another in the fame 
fear, under the fame fermon, feels nothing. 
Sometimes the moft unlikly are taken and 
ef{ei9uaily called, while others are left : 
And this after many years delay and dif- 
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couragement, and no hopeful profpeft, buc 
the contrary. Some out ot wicked families 
are converted ; others^after a drift and re- 
ligious education^ become vile and profli- 
gate. What diffmnt fuccefs hath the gofpel 
at fome times, and in fome places ,* and ac 
different times in the fame place ? Tho' 
the fame meflage, and the fame preacher. 
Is there not an open difflay of the fove- 
reignty of divine grace m all this ? Surely 
the converfion of iinners is according to bis 
furpofe, as to the fubjeifs themfclves, and 
alfo as to the time and feafon of their 
change, and the means and method by 
which it is accomplifhed. 
Once more, 
IV. Such an eleftion as we are creating 
of, is necejfary to fecure to tbeLord fefus Cbrifi 
what be purcbajed by bis deatblt wou'd be very 
dilhonourable to fuppofc that (thrift un- 
dertook the great and difficult work of 
mans redemption ; that he came into our 
world, fuffer'd and died, upon an uncertainty 
what the effed: of his redemption wou'd 
be ; for this i& plainly to make him aft 
below a wife intelligent agent. This 
could no ways be afeertalnd but by a di- 
vine fore-ordination j for otherwife it muft 
be left to turn upon the corrupt fallacloa^ 
will of man. If men wctc\dx.t^x^««^:' 
felres, fuch is their Jjwpotcwcj x.o viV^^ ^ 
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good in their prefenc fallen ftate^ and fuch 
^flrong bUfs are they under to the world 
a^d fin, they wou'd never comply with the 
terms of falvacion ; and fo muft fall (hort 
of ic after the purchafe of it was made. 
Therefore a Ipecial number were chofen, 
and given to.Chrift, with refped to whom 
the father engag'd, that they (hou'd be 
bro't to believe on him, and be a feed to 
flfve him in this vvoild, and thro' his me- 
rits obtain to cvcrlafting bleflednefs in the 
world to come. We are told in the reve- 
lation which God hath made to us iditbe 
bidden wj fiery whieh God erdsind before tbe 
oiforld unto cur glory, that the fuccefs of 

his redeeming work was afcertain'd to our 
redeemer, in an inviolable contrad, upon 
his cnjjaging in the great & glorious dcfign. 
Ifai. 43- 10, II, i2. H'beff thou Jhalt wfike 
bU foul an offering far JiVy He Jhall fee bis 
feed : rhe pleafuri of tbe Lord [hall proffer in 
bis hand. Ht J!$all fee of tbe travel of bis 
foul and be Jatisfied : By his knowledge (hall 
tny righteous fey vant jufiify many. Therefore 
I will divide him a fbrtion with tbe great ^ and 
he jhall divide tbe fpoilwitb she ftrong : becaufe 
be hath poured out bis flul unto death. It was 

upon the aflurance our bleflcd faviour had 

given him in this contract, that he^fpokc 

chcf^ words^ John 6. ^7. -All \\%\ t\it f •- 

fAirFivasb ma. shalIi cpme to mt»TViu%\V^vi^ 
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confirnaed the truth ^ are maintaining^by 
what I cake to be direft fcripture proef^and 
folid argument agreable to fcripture. And 
if the truth is once well eftablifh'd, there 
is the lefs need to regard the objedions 
bro't againft it. Yet, I hope, thro divine 
affiftance, in the next difcourfe to vindi- 
cate this dodrine, in fome meaFure, froiti 
the charges bro't againft it, as if it argu'd 
unrighteoufnefs inGod, difcourag'd per- 
fonsfrom ufeing the means of faWation, 
tended to defpair, &c. 

In the mean time, let what we have now 
heard caufe us humbly to bow down be- 
fore the throne of the divine fovereigncy^ 
and awfully to adore in the apollles lan- 
guage, Rom. II. from the 5;d v. O ;^f 

Jeptb of the riches both cf the wifdom and 
knowledge of God ! hov/ unfearcbabU are his 
judgments^ and his ways faft finding out I For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord^ or whp 
bath been his coun feller ? Or who bath fir fi given 
to him, and it Jhall be recompenfed unto him 
again ? For of bim, and through him^and to him 
are all things : to whom be glory forever. 

AMEN. 
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SERMON III. 
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Mtretver, wh»m he did predefimate, tbtm he 
al/e called ; and whom he called, them be 
al/a jujllfied ,' and whom he jujlified, tbem 
be alfo glorified. 



^«yf>''^ Tvl H E S E words have been 
Qr^ the foundation of two dif- 

i courCes already, upon this 
I illiiltnousDoi^riHeot chrif- 
: tiamcv, That a certain num- 
ber were (elefted by God, 
in his eternal counlel and 
purpofe, froDi the reft of fallen mankind, to 
be in time effedually called, fandified and 
judified, in order to their being finally 
bro't to eternal life and glory^ and this 
cue of his meet good plcaVvue^ aLtvi lot \feft. 
pmife cf bis elociousecACe. 
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This truth has been explained & ftated 
in fcveral propofitions. It has alio been 
Cofafirmed & eftabliftied by pofitive (crip- 
turfe proof, and by fome arguments drawn 
from the fcriptures. That which we are 
to proceed to at this time is, 

III. To attempt to clear this truth of 
fome mlfrtfrtfentatUns made of it ,• and to 
give an anfwer to the objeSIions commonly 
trot againft ir. 

Here I would firft of all obferve to you, 
We Ihou'd notdifown or relinquifli a doc- 
trine we have been taught, bccau(e of fome 
objeftions rais'd againft it, or difficulties 
attending it. For there is no one truth 
in all the bibk^ tho' never (o plainly laid 
down, but the corrupt,proud, and afpiring 
mind of man, has formed fome objedioqs 
againft it, and ftarted fome difficulties a- 
bCut it. And if we can't quite maftei^ all 
the difficulties, and reconcile every thing 
that fcems contradictory, we muft not 
therefore \vithold our aflent, if the thing 
it felf is exprefly reveal'd in fcripture, Or 
neceflarily infer'd from it. We are indif- 
penfably obliged to believe whatever God * 
has reveal'd, whether it is ohvioxis X5^ ^n^^ 
reafon, and agrees wuU out ^t^c<^w^^>^^' |^ 
opinions, or not. If we c?iu V>>:x ^^^ o-t^ 

I. z 
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Our felves che fcripture alferts fuch a doc- 
trine, the obfcurity, difficulty, and har(h« 
pefs, which Teem to attend it, mufl not 
{tumble or ofiend us. For chefe are things 
which are to be received upon the credit 
of him that reveals them j and we don't 
yield chac obedience of faith which the gof- 
pel requireSjUnleis our under Jl and ings fubmit 
to a revealed truth, as readily as our wilU 
are to comply with a conlmanded duty. 

It is fcripture and not reafon, that is the 
rule of faith : For we arc incompetent 
judges of revealed truths, not only on ac- 
count of the narrownefs of our capacities, 
but becauf^ of that blindnefs of mind which 
is the confcquent of our fallen itate« 

Nor yet is the unfearchablenefs of a 
do(*rine reveal'd in fcripture, a fufficient 
reafop why we fliould forbear all inquiry 
into itf or difcourfe about it. What WC 
niay not pretend to fearch out to perfedion, 
6r to explain the modus of, we may yet 
know and fpeak fo much of, as to lubferve 
the great ends of religion. And if it is 
not the objeft of inquiry, nor a fit fubjeft 
o\ difcourfe, to what end is it revcal'd at 
all ^ We are foon loft ia the fcrfeSlions of 
r/?c Jivif^e 7iatuYc^ as wd\ as it\..iV\^ iofifrJ«< of 
fic^^crees : yet they muft tvoi\)^ \t.x. ?Xs>^^% 
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if we would teach people what they are to 
believe concejning God. 

Tho' there are bounds fet about the holy 
mount^and to break thro' to gaz,e^ is danger- 
ous, and may be fatal ; yet, keeping a pro- 
per diftance,we may allowably take a view 
of what isprefented before us ; and with- 
out affe<9:ing to be v>ife above wb^t is writ" 
tenyWt may lafcly venture to go into a my(- 
terious fubjeft as far as the fcripture leads 
us, cotnfareing fplritual things vrith fpiritual : 
And by going into the fanifuary of God, we 
may gain fbme fatisfadion about what is 
otherwife two painful for us. 

Having faid this by way of premife, I 
come diredly to what we propos'd, to 
vindicate the prefent truth from fome of 
the mifreprefentations made of it, and to 
anfwer fome objeftions made agatnft it, 

I. To vindicate it from fome wifrepre^ 
fentations. For a diftindion is always to be 
made between the objeftions to which a 
truth may be liable, and the mifreprefen* 
tations which are ignorantly or malicioufly 
made of ir. Some greatly mifreprefent 
thisdodrinc, andftateit in fuch a manner 
as we are far from a\\ovj\w^. N:.nsx ^xx^KC^^^ 
difown and reje<a as vy^W 21^ \\\^;ccS!5\^^- 
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Thus, 
I. Some reprefent the dodrine of elec- 
tion as God's ordaining to fave fome par- 
ticular per (bos ht them live b$7tf tbey wilt. 

But no fuch election as this was ever 
aflerced by u<. The fcripture knows no 
fuch ele(9:ion, and we are far from main- 
taining it. The fame decree that defigns 
any perfons to falyation, afcertains the 
means for the obtaining that falvation: 
Theie ^re faith and holinefs. God hath 
chofen us to (alvation thro' fanSiJicatiou of 
the ffirit^ and belief of the truth. And the 
elect of God are predefilnated to be conformed 
to the image of bis fon, which takes in the 
whole work of fanctification. And there- 
fore we never fa id, that if a perfon was 
elected he might be faved however he or- 
dered his life ; for this wou d be to feparate 
what God has indiflolubly connected, and 
to deftroy a part of the decree itfelf, 

2. Another mifreprefentation is, when 
any (peak as if the decree of God was the 
Reafan 7i/bj men did continue in (in d^ unbelief. 

Give me leave to reply to this in the 
words of another. ^ ^^ Indeed, the imme*- 

* Dr. Ridglejy by way of teipX^ to "Dt . WTjUb^ , 
Sec bis body of divmity, No\- 1& ig* ^^Q• 
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^^ diatc reafon why any repent and believe 
^^ to eternal life, is bccaule the exceeding 
^' greatnefs of his power is exercis'd to- 
^^ wards them, whereby he works repent* 
^^ ance and faith in them ; and the reafon 
of his exerting this power to work thefe 
faving graces in them^ is becaufe he has 
^^ determmed to do it,* and fo 'tis the 
" executioH of hispurpxxfe. But it doesnoc 
" follow from hence, that the reafon why 
^^ others do not repent & believe is, be- 
^* caufe they were not ordain'd to eternal 
** life. Tis true, their not being ordain'd 
*^ to eternal life, or God's not having pur- 
" pofed to fave them, is the reafon why 
" he does not exert that power which is 
'^ neceilary to work repentance and faith 
^^ in them ; and impenitence and unbelief 
" will certainly be the confequent hereof,* 
'^ but the immediate fpring and caufe ot 
^- impenitence and unbelief, i8< the corrup* 
^^ tion and perverfenefs of human nature, 
*^ which is chargable on none but man 
** himfelf. We muft certainly diflinguifh 
^^ between impenitence and unbchef their 
" being the ctmftcjuent of God's not work- 
** ing repentance and faith, and its being 
*^ the efftU hereof. If God withholds his 
^^ grace from (ome to whotoi Vv^ ^^^ vw^;^ 
'^ oblig'd to give it, and tVvt^ coisXvk^^vcv 
!^nn, this /s to be affigrfd oxiX^^^^^ .^^^ 
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" wicked propcnfity of nature, which in- 
" clincs us to fin, and not to the divine 
" efficiency ,• " for the decree enforces no 
man to (in, as we (hall have occafio^ to fliew 
hereafter. 

;. Another fuch grofs mif reprefentation 
of this doftrine is, when any fpeak as if the 
aflertors of it held, that men are damn'd 
hy vertue of the decree^ without any confide- 
ration of their /^ii and mifcarrlaga. 

But this was never faid by the moft 
zealous aflertors of eleftion and reproba- 
tion. We do indeed affirm that God of 
his meer fovereignty chofe feme to ever- 
lafting life, and paUed by others, without 
any confideration had to the good works 
of the former, or the evil deeds of the lat- 
ter ; but then a diftindtion is made be- 
tween bsLttnon-eleSingf and the decree of can^ 
iemnattQn. This, being a thing more pofi- 
tive in the nature of it, muft be with a 
view to iin committed, and from the fore- 
fight of it. The objeAs of the decree of 
condeipnationmuft be,fome way or other, 
obnoxious to juftice, that the righteoufnefs 
of God may be intirely clear in the judg- 
njcnt of intelledual creatures. For, tho' 
a^KOur maybe placed otv ot\^ toviVvo^ 
Iris not due, while it is >witYvVv^\d^ ^to\sv 
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another that has no claim to it, without 
any (hadow of injuftice; yet^ punifliment 
can't righteoufly be inflicted on one that 
no way deferves it ,• and eternal punilh- 
ment cannot be deferved, if no fin is to be 
charged. 

Among the Calviniftical Divines of th 
laft cencury,Do<%or Tv/ifs was one of prime 
note ; and} tho' in the fupra-lapfarian 
fcbimey he declares himfelf in the words 
following j t " That in no moment 
'* of time or reafon doth God ordain 
^^ any i man to damnation^ before the con- 
" fideracion of fin. Every one that is dam* 
*^ ned is damned for his fin, and that wilU 
*^ fully committed, and contumacioufly 
^^ continued, by them that come to ripe 
" years. 

DoAor Edwards, another flrenuous and 
learned defender of predeflination, fays, "^ 
•* It is a true propofition, that God never 
<^ decreed to make any creature everlaft- 
*^ ingly miferable, who by his voluntary 



t In hit rictes rf GodTs hvCy wrote againil Mr. 
JHhrdf ad part jag. i^o. 

* Jfl to Pirifas Redu^^ v^. i6^> ^^^ ••.cCsm 
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" tranfgreffion of the divine laws, did not 
•• dcfenre it. To damn, being an act of 
^ punitive juftice, luppofcs a fault, implies 

<* fome demerit. Tribulation and angaijh to 
" rvery fiiilofman that worketb evil ^ Rom. 
*^ z. 9. All are under fin, Rom. 3. 9. That 
*^ ev^^ mgwb way hejlopped, and all the world 
•' may become guilty before God, V, 1 9. There- 

•' fore the penal decree hath refpect to thi«. 

And our venerable Willard \\ f peaks the 
fame language, when he fays, " God in- 
" tended to damn none but for fm. Dam* 
^^ nation is not an act of meet fovereignty^ 
'^ but of relative juftice. God damns none 
" meerly hecaufe he will damn them, but 
^' becaufe they have bro't it upon thern^ 
'' felves. As in Jer. 2. 17. H>/ thou not 
'* procured this unto thy felf^ in that thou bafi 
^* forfaken the Lord thy God ? Sin therefore 
** is the only caufe of n\en's deftructipn. 
^^ It is true, there is an infallibility of con- 
*' fequence upon reprobation, that all who 
*^ are under that decree will die^ but they 
*' do not die becaufe they were reprobated, 
*^ but becaufe they finned. And were it 
^' not lo, revenging juftice would not be 
" manifefted in this. For, juftice appears 
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'^ in rewarding men according to their 
'^ doings^ judging by the law which 
^* they arc under. That juftice then may 
*^ take place, it muft appear that the 
^' man really deferves the penalty in- 
" Aided on him. Now this defert arifeth 
^^ from the nature and merit of fin / the 
*^ man then muft be a finner before he c^n 
*' be juftly damned ; and if he be fo, he 
*' then rightly deferves it. So we read, 
** Rom. 6. 2;, The wages of Jin. is death; 
*^ hut the gift of God is eternal life, thro' Jefus 
" Chrijf our Lord. So that notwithftanding 
'* the decree, no one falls under this fen- 
" tence, till by his fin he hath brought ic 
•* upon himfelf. No man is doom'd to 
" hell and deftruftion, becaufe he was re- 
" probated^ but becaufe he was a finner 
'' and deferv'd it " 

Having fo far cleared the doArine of 
thefc milreprefentations that are made of it, 
We come, 

11. To return fome anfwer to the oh- 
jeBions that are commonly offer'd againft ic. 
And 

I. Some objcd againft the dodrine 
of eledion, or God's free choice of fome 
of fallen mankind, to make them the fub- 
jefts of his grace now, and ht\iL^ oS. ^^^'i 
hereafter, while he pafiedby t\v^ t^^^^^^ 
lefttbemin the ruins oUheit slv^^^^'^^^^p 
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objeft againft this^ as inconfiftent with the 
jufiice and tlzbteoufnefs of God. Why, fay 
they, (hou'd he chufe fome and nor others, 
to make them the objefts of his redeeming 
love and grace, when all were alike mifer- 
able, and equally undeferving ? Does not 
this make him a refpeder of perfons ? 
Whenas we are told, Afts lo. ;4» Of a 
truth God is no refpeBer of ferfons ,• and he 
has ftriftly forbidden this m earthly judges. 

To this it may beanfwer'd, That.refpeft 
of perfops which is blam'd amongft men, '> 
is when one is prcfer'd before another, in 
a matter of right ^ for fome finifter and felf- 
i(h ends ; as when a judge favours the rieb -^ 
in his caufe : but this is not chargeable 
where a perfon is under no obligation by 
any law or rule, but is at perfeft liberty. 
Thus, tho' a man that is a judge, muft do 
alike by all, when he difpenfcs juftice; 
yet a man is ac liberty to take into his 
houfe and family whom he pleafes, or to 
bcftow his cftate on whom he will. If that 
place in Afts lo. 54, ;f . where the apofllc 

Titer fays. Of a truth I fcrceive jhat Cod is 
ftO refpeifer of perfons : But in every nation^ be 
that feareth hiw^ and worketh right eoufnefs, is 
accepted v/ith hirff, is duly conlider'd, it will 
appear that it does npt \nttt\A Wt that 
Ood does Ihew favcut to Votxvt. ^w^ 
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others ; but all that it means is this, that 
God refpefts no man's pcrlbn, cither lefs 
or more, for his. outoi/ard condition & carnal 
pri'viltiges^ 

Now, it is certain that God s cle<aion 
had no regard to any thing in the creature, 
to any defervings found in the objeds of 
i:; for all lay in one corrupt raafs when the 
decree was exercis'd about thcm,and what- 
ever they have excellent above others is 
the fruit of their eledion, and fo not the 
caufeof it. 

The glorious God was at perfect liberty, 
being a debtor to none He is fovereign 
Lord of his own grace, and may certainly 
beftow it where he will. None could lay 
claim to it, and therefore none are wrong a 
if it is not beftowed on them ,• tho' all are 
highly favoured who are the partakers of 
it. 

Shall it be reckon'd an a<9: of injuftice in 
God to fave Tome of mankind only, when 
he might have left ALL to perifh, as well 
as the fallen angels, and not recovered lo 
much as one of our apoflaterace? We may 
venture to refer the matter here to the 
decifion of Impartial reafcn it fclf. What ! 
ftiall not God have power to dif'pofe of his 
own grace and glory as he pleafeth ? When 
he is a debtor to nonc,but m^k^^ x>c^^^ ^n^^'^ 
challenge^ Who bath firfi gi'vtn to Viw^ <^^^^^J 
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fiiM bencompencei to htm again ? Our favi* 
our hath faid eno' to filence this objeftion, 
in Mac. 20 15^. // it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with mine own ? Is thine eye evU 
kecanfe I am good ? 

2. This truth is further objefted againft 
as being inconflftent with the goodnefs and 
mercy oT God. They fay^ God's tender mer-^ 
ties are over all his works ,• that he is rcpr^* 

fented in fcripturc as a great lover of man** 
kind, and as having no pleafure in the death 
•f afinner. but a defire that he fhou'd live. 
How then can it be that his faving defign 
is reftrain'd to any determinate numberj^ 
while the reft are left to pcrifti everlafting- 
ly ? And fomc'are ready to think and fay, 
what is even horrible to repeat, that ic 
taxes a merciful God with the cruelty of 
making man to damn him. 
To this I anlwer, 
However great the goodnefs and mercy 
of God are, yet all his creatures in mifery 
do not equally partake in them. This is 
plain from the diftinAion that is made be- 
tween the fallen angels and fallen mankind. 
The fallen angels are wholly pafs'd by, and 
not one of them laved ,• and this, to be 
(ure, without any derogation to the mercy 
of God. Ytt there is as mucVv it^Xotv v.o 
charge God with want ol §oo4tv«S^ ^tA 
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tncrcy^ in leaving all the fallen angeU to 
perifh, as in paffing by fome of fallen 
mankind, Or will any prefume to affirm 
that God is unmerciful, becaufe he choofes 
theobjeds of his mercy, or has mvcjm 

'whom be will ba've mercy ? The fower of 

God is limited and determin'd in the exer- 
cife of it, by his divine wifdom and (bver- 
eign pleafure ; and why (hould not his 
giUdnefs and mercy be fo too ? 

Nor does this give occafion for that in* 
jurious and blafphemous refledion, that 
God made lome men to damn them. F or 
God's purpofe to condemn men, does not 
QOnliiJer them as creatures, but as Smears ; 
as we have had occaiion to obferve already* 
That God did not create man on purpofe 
that he might fin, is evident from man's 
primitive ftate, that of innocence,in which 
he might have continued. For tho' bis 
creator made him mutahU, he yet made< 
him upright t, without the lead tindure 
of Cm in his nature, or any difpofition, or 
inclination to it j but all the powers and 
faculties of the foul were difpos'd to an* 
fwer the ends of its creation, and thereby 
to glorifie God. Now, as God did not 
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create man that he might fin, he canpot 
be faid to create him that he might con-^ 
demn him; '^ Several other ideas inter- 
^ vene between God's purpofe to create 
\^ and to condemn. 

And tho' the merciful God does not take 
pleafure in the death of a fmner, as 'tis the 
mifery of his creatures, yet he has-^ and from 
the ftrfeSion of his nature cannot tut bave^ 
a high fatisfaftion in the difplay of his own 
juftice towards fome^whofe fin has render'd 
ckem the proper objefts for that terrible 
attribute to be glorified upon. Befides^ 
thefe fame objeftions taken from the good' 
oefs and mercy of God, lie as tnuch a^ainft 
God's not eventually faving all, as his de- 
termination not to fave all. None fay 
that all men will he finally laved j for the 
fcripture declares the contrary in many 
places. Yet 'tis certain, God cou'd fave 
all men if he fo pleafed. He cou'd change 
the heart of every finner in the world, 
prepare him for falvation, and thenbeftow 
it OB him. Is it any derogation to his 
goodnefs and mercy that he don't do thus ? 
Why^ then do any charge the opinion of 
God's determining to lave but a part of 
mankind, with fuch unmercifulnefs. when 
the objcAion lies fuW as fttotv% ^^«\ti&\!cvt.\s. 
own opinion^ that God >n\V\ n^urtlj [wt, 
^0psrt of our fpecics^ ^^' 
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j^or do we by this opinion ttiakd falva« 
tion narrower^ or fnore confin'd^than thofif 
who oppofe it ; but, in faft, make it as ex- 
tenfive in its iuhjtAs as they do. A& ont 
has well obferv'd upon this argutiictit^ 
** The difference between therii and us, is 
" not about the number that are fav'd ; 
" we both acree in this, that none Ihall btf 
" fav'd but luch as repent and believe, and 
" obey the gofpcl, and that all fuch ftiall 
" certainly be laved ; but what we differ 
'^ about is, the manner of their obtaining 
" felvation. We fay, they are fav'd by 
" virtue of the elefting love of God ,• thejT 
^* fay they are fav'd becaufe they rightly 
" improve their own free will. We affiriri 
^^ them to be fav'd in fuch a way as afcribes 
all to the glory of God ,• the Way of fal- 
vation which they hold is fuch.as leairel^ 
great room for man to glory. Thus far 
then our dodrine appears every Whit as 
*^ merciful to mankind as theirs, inafmuch 
*' as the difference is not about the num- 
^^ ber of the lav'd, but the w^v and ftiafl- 
ner of their coming to this falvation. 
Nay, our dodrine appears much f>jdN 
mirciful thSLfi theirs who oppofe it. For 
" ours makes the falvation or millions of 
*• the fallen children of men ahfvlutelj c«r-. 
•* tat», while theits makes tV\t ^^"s«C\owcV 
" iny tmtii but harth joftHe Kvid. Y^*:"^;^*. 
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•* unprejudic'd perfon judge, whether a 
^' doArine chac fecures the fatvacion of an 
^^ innumerable multitude, is noc more 
^* worthy of a companionate and merciful 
" God, than a notion that only puts the 
«* falvation of every one upon a bare pof» 
" fibility, whence it may happen, that 
^ even according to their own tenets, no 
one may be fav'd at laft. 



€€ 



Nay the author we here refer to f car- 
ries the matter^ dill higher, and with good 
realon aflerts, " That the doftrine of our 
** opponents is an unmerciful deitrine, becaufe 
^' it is fo far from afcertainiog the falvati- 
** on of any, that it makes the falvation of 
" each man a moral impoffibilitj. They 
" fuppofe the eleftion the (cripture fpeaks 
" of to be only a conditional one, i. e, 
" provided men will repent and believe, 
*^ and perfeverein holinefs j but they will 
^^ not allow thatGodhas predeflinated any 
' to faith, repentance, and perfeverance to 
** the end J but that the performance of 
" thefe conditions depends upon their own 
'' will. 

" But if this is the cafe, the queftion 
*^ which was once put to our Lord, may 
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very properly be ask'd here. Who then 
canhefawd} For, if the fcripturc ha^ 
rightly rcprcfcnted men as by nature in 
a flate of Jeatb^ to e'verj good work refro^ 
bate ; not fuff dent as oftbemfelvts to fpeak 
a good word^ or tl;iink a good tbot ^ how 
is it poffible they fliou'd by their own 
innate power ever perform thefe great 



" and weighty conditions ? '' 

Thus our doftrine appears to be not 
only confiftent with the mercy of God, but 
to give it a brighter difplay. And I would 
only add upon this ^ It is the ^race and 
tnercy which I fee Ihining forth in this doc- 
trine, that makes me embrace it, and prize 
it, and contend for it. And however 
others may judge, I declare with all feri- 
oufnefs, I wou'd not for ten thoufand 
worlds but my own falvation (bou'd iland 
more fecure, than any will or power of my 
own is able to make it. 
To go on. 

^. It is obje&ed againft the truth we arc 
maintaining, that it is inconfiflent with 
human liberty ^ and tends to eftabliih a fatal 
nece^y of things. Some will fay, if men 
are^predeflihated to faith and holinefs, a 
force is then put upon their inclinations, 
and a free choice taken v^v^ \ ^ ^vw ^^ 
other hstnd they fay, this V>ut«>% m^Tv>^\A.^\ 
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ancccffity of finning; and why are they 
to be blatn'd or punifti'd for what they 
cannot help ? Nay, fomc will venture k> 
far as to lay, that upon this principle God 
himfelf mufl be the author of fm, or the 
blanie^ble caufe of evil. 

I anfwer. To reconcile the divine fore- 
ordinacion with human liberty, is a thing 
too hard for us ; nor may any one 
pretend to do it. Yet the mattir •( faH is 
irer;ii/», that men do ad; with liberty and 
freedom in things that are fore-ordained. 
And tho' oue can't reconcile theni, there is 
certainl)r an agreement between thefe two. 
Mor is it more difficult to reconcile this, 
than fome other things which yet are ge- 
j^crally own'd. As for inftance, the duty 
and (uccefs o{ frayer with the doArine of 
God's uncbangMabttnefs. Such is the per^ 
feAioo of God's nature that he is unchange- 
able in his mind and purpofes. When he 
is (aid in Icripture to repent or change his 
rnind, 'tis only fpoken after the manner of 
rpen ; and can by no means be underftbod 
as if he had alter'd his purpofe upon any 
vtw p^ofvtB, or was bro't to do ochcrwile 
than he before defign'd ; for this wou d 
pU'm\y be to derogate from the perfedion 
of his nafiirc. X^t j)r#^cr \s 0[\t ^^\i^\vsxR.4 

m^^ns qt receiving m«^v ^tv& V^^^^^ 
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from God, and he does many things for his 
people in anfwer to their prayers, and has 
nei/er fald to the feed «/ Jacob, feek ye we in 
'vatn. Now I fay, 'tis no more difficult to 
reconcile the divine fore ordination with 
human liberty, than it is the doftrine of 
the divine unchangeablenefs with the 
efficacy of prayer. And fo there is no 
more reafon to rejeA the doftrinc of the 
divtne decree'7 than there is the doftrtne of 
the divine unchangabUnep^ which even rea- 
fon teaches. 

Tho' the deft of God arc predcftinated 
to faith and holinefs, no violence is offer'd 
to their wills when they come to believe 
in Ghrift, and chufe the way of hblinefs. 
Tho' ail that the father hath given him, 
fhall come to Chrift, yet they come freely, 
not by z force upen their wills, but a change 
in them Surely God may incline the 
wills of men, without deltroyinp; the na- 
ture and freedom of them. So wc read, 

Tij people fljall be willing /» the day of thy 
fower^ Pfal. no. ;. And God tells his 
people, I have loved thee with an everlafiing 
love J therefore ^itb loving kindnefs have 
I drawn fhee. And the church prays. 
Draw fne^ we will run after tbee^ Cant, i 4. 
On the other hand, Tho* the dectct. c^CGc^d 
leaves fomc unto the iXtv^vAtv^N^^ o\^>cv^>^> 
own hearts and Uvcs> out ol \n\vvOcv "^^^^ 
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under no obligation to recover them, yet 
this enforces no man to On ; but men's 
(in is always volantary and chofen. So 'tis 
faid of Goas finful people of old, Ifai. 66.%. 
They bat/e ebofcn their cwn wdjSy and their 
fiul delighteth m their Mbeminations. 

To illuflratc and confirm this, let me 
refer you to the ftory of Jofepb^ which prc- 
fents us with a notable draught & fchemc 
of providence. God had a purpofe to ad- 
vance Jojefb in Egjph and alfo a defign to 
fave his fathers houle alive in a time of 
faminCf by fending him there before them 
to make provifion for them ; and as a 
meams to this Jofeph was fold to the Jfima- 
lites^ and by them to an ofiicer in Pharaohs 
court. But will any one fay that his 
brethren did not aA freely in their felling 
of himy and gratifie their own envy ana 
malice by that wicked deed? 

So our Lord Jefus Chrifl was the htmb 
Jlaln fr$m the founiation of the world^ in the^ 

divine counfel and purpofes j yet tis faid 
of the Jews that far envy they delivered him 
to Pilate, Mat. 7. jg. And the apoftle 
Per^ thus charges them, AAs 2. 2j. Him^ 
being delivered by the determinate counfel and 
fore-knowledge ofGodj ye have taking and by 
TJficked hands have ernctfied and Jlain, The 

crime is exprefly faid to be tVvtlt ovn^ tho' 
doae in purfuance di tViC fiLVNvtv^ ^t«.\xsw\- 
nacion. 
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' Nor can the holy God be made the au- 
thor of fm when he leaves the finner to his 
finfulnefs .* For cho' he permits the fin^ he 
imfufts no finfulnefs into the finner. 

*Will any fay,God*s denying the reveng- 
ful perfon, or the murderer, that grace 
which would prevent his executing his 
bloody defigns^makes him the author of the 
murder ? Or is his denying to others the 
neceflary fupply of their prefent exigen- 
cies^ the cauCe of their making n(e of un- 
lawful means, by plundering and ftealiug, 
to fubfift themfelves ? No, this is only to 
be affign'd to that wicked propenfity of 
nature, which enclines to fin when occafion 
is offered, & not to the divine efficiency. '' 

4. It is objeded that this dodrine of 
particular ekftion is inconfiftent with fiich 
declarations in fcripture as thofe that tell 
us, God is not willing any (hou'd perifb, 
but wou'd have all wen to tefaved ;and with 
fuch expoflulations as God ufes with fin- 
ners, and lamentations over them, when he 
fays, Turn ye, turn ye^ ovby will ye die ? And, 
O thai thou bad ft known in this thy day^ 
the things of thy feaie ' And alfo with fuch 
general offers of grace as that, Wb^^tf^fx 
wili iet bim take of the woX^ of UJt ^ttAn* 
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This may (cem a plaufible objeAioii at 
the firft founds but upon due confide^ 
ration will not be found to overthrow' 
what we allert. For as to fuch declara* 
tions as this thatGod wou'd have all men to 
he (avedi and therefore to come to repentance^ 
they cannot be underflood co beany thing 
more than declarations of mens duty to xc* 
pent & turn toGod that they may be faved, 
and that the thing in it felf conflder'd is 
to be defir'd. They can't poffibly mean 
that he wills the repentance and falvation 
of all a$ he does of fqme ,* that he wills ic 
as a thing which he will engage his power 
to agcomplilh ; for then ic would immedi- 
ately come to pafs. — The expoJiuUthns we 
meet with in fcripture, are forms of fpeech 
well futed to awaken men's eonlideration, 
bring them to a fenfe of their duty^ and 
excite them to return to God ; and are of 
this ufe in the hand of the Spirit, in the 
efiedual calling and . converfion of God's 
ele«%. — The lamentations that are made 
over finners, rcprefcnt the deplorablencft 
of tbeii^ condition, and that God has no 
pleafure in their mifery conflder'd as his 
creatures. If they are look'd upon as rc- 
prcfcntiagGod difappointed inland griev'd 
at a thing which he cou'd oot help, and 
Aas come to pafs contrary to Vus &^C\%tv^t\d 
cxpci^acion, they arc certain\y toiimSi too 
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far. ^- And as to tRe offers of grace it 
preach'd gofpel, they are ana muft be 



in the 
ge- 
neral, for the deft and non-cleft live to- 
gether under the fame gofpel, and none 
but God knows who the one and the other 
are. Thcfe free and general offers are foic 
the encouragement of perfonfs awaken'd $C 
in diftrefs, and they prevent the returning 
(inner from defpondirig. There is indeed 
no deceit in thefe offers : Wboe'ver 'ivill t^flpf 
take of the water of life freely. But when any 

are willing to accept of falvation in the 
way in which it is offer'd in the ^ofpc)^ 
they are made fo by God, and 'ti* in piif- 
fuancc of his purpofe. We are fure there 
is no inconfift6nfCy between particular elec- 
tion and a general proMife, ikiee ovit fayi** 
our aflerted the forfner at the fame time 
that he made the latter, in that famou$ 
place, which we have once and again r^- 
ferr'd to, John 6. ^j. All that the- fathw 
giveth me J Jhali come to me : And him that 
cometb to me^ I [will in no wife caft out. 
From hence I fay, it inconteflibly appears^ 
That a determinate infallible eleftion is not 
iffconfiftent with a free general 6fler of 
grace I (hall mention but one objeftiQji 
more, which is, 

Sthly. That this do&tvtvt clirco«t«^t»\*v 
fom in the ufc of meaiM, wi^ ^ti^« ^^ t*!^' 

O ^ 
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fair. If I am not cleAcd may a perfon fay, 
CO what purpofe are all my endeavours tor 
falvacion ? 1 can never attain to it by them. 
And iflameledcd, why fhou'd I ftrivc 
and labour, when my falvation is made 
lure by the immutable decree of God ? 
JBut, how prtp jttcrous is this, when the 
end & means come under the fame decree ? 
As I have had occaiion once and again to 
obfcrve in theprocefs of this fubjeA. God's 
decree does not at all take ofi the ufe of 
our endeavours, for in the ufe of the means 
the very decree it felf is to receive its ac- 
compliihment. Let me refer you to a 
icripturc ftory for the illuftration & proof 
of this. When the apoftle Faul was in im- 
minent danger otfiiipwrack in his voyage 
to Rome^ he encouraged the company by 
afluring them, there jloond not he the lofs of 
any mans life, only of the vcjfti For fays he, 
t There flood by me this night the angel of God^ 
"whofe I awy and whom I ferve, f^P^g^y fi^^ 
not Paul, thou mufi he brought before Cefar ; 
and lo, Cod hath given fhee all them that fail 
v^ith thee. Wherefore firs be of good cheer : for 
I believe God, that it Jhall be even at it was 
told me. Yet when the fhlfmen were by 
and by going to flee out of the Jhlp to favc 
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tbeni/elves by hoat^ Paul /iW/^ /i^ ctnturUv^ 
0td to tht feldiersy except tbefe abide in thefhlf^ 
j€ cannot he fa'ved. Which did not at all 
weaken the aflurancc he had^ juft before 
given them from God, that they fhou'd all 
be faved ,• for God who had appointed the 
end, that they (hou d be fav'd, had alfo ap- 
pointed the means, that they ftiou'd be faved 
by the help of thofe (hip men ; fo tho' God 
has ordained the falvation of thofe that 
fhall be. faved, he has ordain'd it in the 
way of faith and holinefs, and a working 
out their own fal*uation with fear d^ trembling. 

There is no fuch decree as this, That 
the ele<ft ihall be faved, whether they work 
about their own falvation, or not. Or, 
that the t\t6t may continue unconverted, 
and unconcern'd about eternal bleflednefs, 
and yet get fafe to heaven at lafl. If any 
are ordain'd unto eternal life, it is alfo 
ordain'd that thty fljallbe awaknd to a fence 
of their fin and mifery, to earneft prayer to^ 
God for recovering & renewing grace ; and 
to a diligent waiting on him in the ways 
of his appointment, until that he have 
mercy on t hem. How then does this doc- 
trine fet afide the u(c of means in order to 
attain the end ? 

If any make this a plea for not fetting 
abouc chc work of their ^a\x^XA55tv^^ <\^ ^^"^ 

Ox 
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In excufe for floth, anda meer pretence for 
their roc doing what they have no m$wJ cq 
do. For chey do not urge and plead ihe 
decree in other and Icffer matters^ as chey 
do in the matters of cheir (aivation. Other 
things are fore-ordain'd as well as men's 
falvacion ,• how long chey (hall live^ and 
whether they (hall be rich and profperoui 
in the world But who fays, I don't know 
whether God has decreed that I (hall live 
io be old, and therefore I will not take 
food to preferve ray life, nor phyfick to 
recover me when I am fick ? Or, I don't 
know whether the decree will allow me to 
profper, or not; and therefore I will not 
work hor trade, nor ufe any endeavours to* 
get an eftate. If any objed the decree in 
the one cafe, that do not in the other^ furely 
they are felf-condemned. 

And how can this doArine have a peculi- 
ar tendency to drive perfpns to Jeffair^ 
when it afcertains falvation to a very grtat 
number^zn innumtrabU multitude ; and no one 
knows but be is of chat number ? For it 
is a very great (in for any one to conclude 
himlelf a reprobate. The greatefi and 
the oUefi (inner ;may not do fo. For 
riaany of the eleA of God have been left 
unto great fins, and fuffer'd to lie long 
//j fjn too; but been after all bro^t totbe 
/Sf//^ if/Gfd'i eU&, been %^a^zk, futiS^^V 
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^ndjujUfied in this v^orld, and glorified in 
the nexc. And if the (inner is awakned^ 
and bro^t into diftrefs and agony, there is 
tke more hope that he will be found of this 
number^ and that apurpofe of mercy con- 
cerning him is beginning to be executed. 
How in the world does this do<9:i ine tend 
to defpair any more than chofe places of 
fcripture that fpeak oi the difficulty of faU 
vation, and tells u$ that few comparitively 
will be faved i Such pallages as that in 
our faviours fermon on the mount. Mat. 7. 
I), 14. Enter ye in at the fir ait gate j for v/ide . 
is the gate, and broad is fLe way that leadetb t0 
defirutiion^ and many there be which go in then* 
ail Hecaufe fir ait is tkt gate^ and narrow is 
the way which leadetb unto life, and few there 
be that find it. 

But 'tis eafy to load any truth with mif- 
reprefentations and abuies if men will fee 
themfelves to do fo ; and luch is the per- 
verfenefs of tome, that they will give a 
wrong turn to a thing that is never fo well 
explain'd and guarded. When we fet forth 
the mercy of God, bis readinefs to pardon, 
and willingnefs to receive finners that re* 
turn to him by repentance and faith in 
Jefus Chrift ,• fome will abufe it to prefumf'^ 
tion^znd from thence encourage themlelvcs 
• to go on in fin becaufc gtace ?feo>xv\^'^^'M^^ 
CO defer their repentance to tVv^\^&Q^^^* 
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time. This, fo far as vvc can make a judg- 
ment, is a more common cafe than the o^ 
cher ; and 'tis full as dangerous to the fouls 
of men : Yet none would have us forbear 
it I and fome think it can't be too often 
created of, nor eno' enlarg'd upon. 

Indeed ,it is a ufual thing for perfons 
under their firfl awakenings, to h«ve their 
minds exercised about the dodrine of elec- 
tion ,' but fo far as I have been able to ob« 
ferve, it has been a belpy rather than an 
hindrance, to them in the work of a tho- 
rough converfion, and faving clofure with 
the Lord Jefus Chrift i and has been us'd 
by the Holy Spirit as a means to excite 
them to give more diligence to make their 
calling fare, and to lay the ftronger hold on 
the hope f'et before them, in a glorious 
Chrift to whom the gofpel invites them to 
flee for refuge 

And it fetms to me that upon a fair and 
juft rcprefentationof the Itace of the cafe, 
it will appear to every confiderate and un- 
prejudic'd perfon, that a minilter in treat- 
ing with troubledfawakned confiences, can 
do it witfe^nuch greater advantage upon 
the foot of fnftlcitlar eleitson, and thofe o- 
thcf doArincs cl grace that are conneded * 
ifvr/; i'r^ than on the ioot ol uni verbal tt- 
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Jemftioff, and the opinions that follow that. 
For, fuppofe a perfon in deep concern a- 
bouc his everlalling falvation, (hou'd come 
to a minifter for his help and direftion^ . 
and the minifier (hould cell him,* God was 
a kind and merciful being, who delighted 
in thehappinefs of his creatures, and made 
none of them miferable that did not make 
themfelves fo ,• and Chrift was the faviour 
of the world, who died for all men, and 
confequently for him as much as for any 
one ; and if he did but repent of his fins, 
and truft in the merits of Chrift, and lead 
a good life, and continue to do (o to the 
end, he need nor fear, for the gofpel pro- 
mised falvation to him. Might he not re- 
ply ? And if his concern was deep and tho- 
rough, he would reply to this effeft ; Tho' 
God is a kind and fmrciful beings 'tis as true 
that he is fo holy as to hate fin, and fo juft 
as to punifli the finncr ,• and how much (o- 
ever he delights in tbebappine/s of bis creatures^ 
we know it will be the portion of a great 
many of them to be everlaftingly miferable: 
True, be makes none of them miferable tbat 
dont make tbemfelvesfo ; but this is my un- 
happy cafe : I fee I am a finner, tho' I was 
not fo fenfible of it as I am now ; I have 
revolted from him and rebelled ^^^\v>SLVC\^Sk«^ 
and I fear he will make me ^^ tvYv^^^^^J^^*?^^^ 
Aayc made my fclf finf uV . Ktvd W C.V<v^ '^^ 
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thifdvionr $f all mm, all men will noe he 
flAually and finally faved by him ; this ge- 
neral redemption leaves the falvation of 
ftU men at an uncertaintv. If I could know 
he died for mi in particular^ I (hould think 
my falvation fecur'd ; but I have no rcafon 
to think he died for me any more than fof 
thofe who will perifh forever. As to that 
frith, ripentance and obedience^ which the 
|;oipel makes the conditions of an iiitereft 
m falvation by Jefus Chrift, whatever un- 
due opinion I have had of my own ftrength 
before, I am now convinc'd thefe are things 
out of my power, and mufl be wro't in me 
by a divine energy. I find my heart to be 
hard and unbelieving, avisrfe to the way of 
bolinefs, and only bent to (in. And 
there are fo many eVil inclinations to be 
denied, temptations to be refifted, and tni* 
ftiies to be overcome, that J fear J fball not 
hold out in the way to heaven ,* and with- 
out I endure to the end^ J can't expeA to 
be laved. Others have turn'd back, after 
. they have feem'd to f et out well ; and 1 
have no better fecurity than they had. My 
fiilvation, for any thing J can fee, is very 
uncertain ; yea, very unlikely, and next 
CO impoffible, if / am left fo much to my 
ffjfinic. 
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On the other hand ; When a minifter tells 
an inquiring, folicitous^ anxious foul^ noc 
only chat the death of Chrift is of value 
fufficienc to purchafc falvacion for all men, 
if God had been pleas'd to defign the fal- 
vation of all ; but th^t he died to render 
the falvacion of a very great number of 
them infallibly cercain ,• and cherefore has 
purchased for every one of cjiefe thac faith 
& repentance which che gofpel makes nec^f- 
fary co falvacion,which are mott commonly 
wro't in them by che HolySpirit in che ulc 
of the appoinced means ; and that cheir 
final pcrfevcrance in grace, and compleac 
vidory over fin, che world, and facan^ arp 
fecured in a well order'd covenanc, of 
which che Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf is 
the head and furety : and if when che in- 
quiring perfon expreiles a doubc & fear chat 
he is noc one of che happy number,& feems^ 
ready co be difcourag'd on chis account, 
the minifter furcher lees him know, chere 
is no real ground for any fuch fear, inaf- 
much as none can cell who are included in^ 
this number, and who are noc ,• and many 
are included in it who have greacly fear p 
the contrary ,• chac che prefenc concern of 
mind he is under renders ic very hopeful 
thac he will be found of this tvut«vV>^^ ^\\a5^^ 
jnalmuch as this is the vva'^ o^ \\\t^'^v^v^ 
wjch the eic<a of God, wYvtu Vvt \^ |^ 
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cffeAually to call them ; firft to awaj^jen 
them out of their former cafe and fecurity, 
to convince and humble them, and To drive 
them to Chrift : That it he goes to 
Chrift for life upon the general call of the 
p.olpel, his election of God is put out of 
qaeltion J- and then he need not be dif- 
couraged on account either oi his unwor- 
thynefs or inability ; for the promifes of 
effcAual and perfevering grace made to 
Chriit in behalf of the ele<9b are abfolute3 
ond he may plead them, and take the com-' 
fort of them, and reft allured that as Chrift 
Will calt out none that come to him, fo it 
is not the will of bh father in heaven^ that 
cm of theft little ones jhould ferijh t J and 
therefore he has undertaken to perfeA that 
which docs concern them, to compleac the 
good work begun in them, to proteft and 
i;uide them thro' this evil world, and carry 
them fafely to the kingdom prepared for 

them. When, I lay, a minifter applies 

himfelf in th s manner, upon thefe princi- 
ples, to an awakened diftrelled fbul,does it 
not carry greater encouragement, &ftrong- 
cr confolacion in it, than the other, which 
only makes the falvation of all men poffi- 
bie^ but Iccu es falvation to none of them $ 



^•^^ 
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iind leavts them fo mach to themfelves in 
a difficult arrd hazardous work, to which 
they know & find they are fadly unequal ? 

Thus an anfwer has been given to 
foni6 of the more common objeftions bro'c 
igainfl this truth. But I hav9 not yet 
gone thro' ail that / proposed j tho' / have 
dndeavour'd to be as comprehenfive as 1 
could. Another difcourfe mud be allow'd 
me: In which I fhall endeavour to improve 
the fubjeft to the ends of praftical religion j 
and perfons may be direfted how to make 
their eleAion fure • for a perfon will never 
be thro'ly rcconcird to this doftrine^ till 
he has a hope of his own intereft in it. 
Cmfider of what has been fdiJ^ and the Lord 
gi*ue fon isnderftandtng in all thtn^s ; 
cftabliChment in this, and every other gof- 
pcl truth; Tbis alfo we wZ/fe, brethren, even 
70iir growing up towards perfellhn ^in know- 
ledge and faithy together with holinefs 
and comfort. We wou'd not have you 
always as babes to be fed with milk, but aa 
0ren ^ Cirifi to h% able tb receive and di- 
geft thefe truths which the apoftle calls 
firong meat. 'Tis a mean and a low thing 
for a chriftian to be contejit to know no- 
thing but what is neceflary to i'alvation. 
There are many truths ttx^^^^ Vcw^^^- 
pel, which we tatf t fav atfe *^^^^^^^\^^^ 
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Celiary to falvacion^ which yet 'cis*^ fiiaaie 
for chrillians not to have the knowledge 
of, bceaufe they redound to the honour of 
God^ and have an influence into fome parts 
ac leaft of praftical religion. And if thefe 
are among the deep things of God^ let it not 
difcourage you from a humble cautious 
fearch into them by the light of fcripture, 
and with prayer to the (piric of truth, co 
lead you into all truth. 

I conclude now with the apoftles prayer 
for the Pbilipflansj i chap. 9, 10, 11. v. 
This I pray that jour lovt may abound pt more 
and more in knowledge^ and . in all judgment ; 
that ye may approve tbingi that are excellent ; 
( or, as the margin reads it, try things that 
differ i ) that ye may he fincerc , and without 
offence till the day of Qhriffi ; being filled with 
the fruits of right eoufnefs, which are by Jefus 
Chr ift,r(? the praife and glory of God. AMEN. 
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SERMON, IV. 

ROMANS, VIII, }o. 

Moretvtr, whombe did freie^inate, tbtta ht 
alfo calUd : and whom be called, tbtm be 
aifojmfiifitd : aad whom be jujfifitd, them 
he alfo glorified. 



£ have had three difcourfes 
from ihefe words concern- 
ing thcdodrine of fredijli- 
nation unto life. The truth 
has bccD explaih'd & dated 
in fcvcr^l propolitionsv It 
has been confirm'd and 

eftabllfii'd by^ plain fcripture proof, and 

folid argument agreeable to (cripture. 

Some mifreprefentati^ns maSkt ti\ 'w. Vws. 

been reaiHed s and levetaV o't^tetwiA^'^'^^ 




no 0/ ?redefilng$i9B 

ated. J hope now to finifil the fhbf^ as 
God (hall voocfafafe to help. And mt; aext 
thing we are to proeeed to: acoooSoj^ to 

the method we ac firft propos'd is^ 

IV. To fet before you fottc of tfec n^* 
furi conftijuencts which follow upon the 
denial of this doftnne, and the diffcultUs 
of which the contrary fcheme labours, and 
wich which ckey are embarrals'd who ape 
on the other fide of the queftion. This, / 
apprehend, will caft feme more light into 
the fabje<a, and further confirm the truth 
we are maintaining ; and it may help to 
undeceive fome who have been ready, to 
think all the difficulty lies on our pact, and 
there is little oc nothing for our opponents 
to reconcile, or to cle^r away, before this 
notion can be embrac'd. 
And 

I. If fuch aneledioo as we haTe been 
fpeaking of is not granted, it follows, That 
the v/ill of Gody even in an affair wherein 
his own glory is fo greatly colicern'd as 
the falvation ot men, is dependem §n the will 
pftbe creature. 

I think the more general fcheme of thofe 
who cannot fubfcribe to the .doArine of 
eleAion is^ That God W^ tiox. \T&^VVvhli[ 
wilVd the falvation oi ati^ ^MiAS»5\« yst^ 
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foR«^ but cpnditipiially will'd (his fokacion 
of 9li meo ; chat is, provided they will re« 
pQtit, and believe : but has not detertnin'd 
no give this repentance and faith to any in 
particular ,* at lead not till he fees how 
they improve the cooimon grace and ad« 
vantages they are under. This is evidently 
to make the will of , God in this matter^ 
fubjed to, and direded by the will of man^ 
which is very difhonpurable to him. Thia^ 
notion reprelents God, as faying, ** I will 
that all men (hould be faved ,- neverthelefs 
it mud finally be, not as i will, but as they 
will. " This is in cffed to take away the 
will of God ,* for^ to be fure be can have 
no ab(olute will of his own, whofe .will 
mud be direAed by the will of another^ 
and is liable to be fruftrated by it. 

.2 Without fuch an eledicn as we 
are maintaining, God might ht wholly dil- 
appointed in his laying defign refpefting 
the children of men, and the precious blood 
of Chrift might have been (bed in vain. 
The o ne could not be fecur'd, nor the 
other prevented, without an eledion of 
individuals, to whom the redemption pur- 
chas'd byChrid diou d be infallibly applied. 

They will not get clew ol v\\\^ ^Vax^ 
coji/fequeacc. by having ttcoutfe ^^^ ^^ 
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fore-knowledge of God^ and faying^ he cer« 
tainly fore-knew that fome, and a great 
number vvou'd repent and believe, and fo 
wds ailur'd he (hou'd not be difappointed 
inhis defign, and chat his fon would not 
die in vain j becaufe^ as we have (hown 
already, the fore-knowledge of God ne- 
ceflarily infers his fore-ordinacion : for it 
is certain, that when all things /nfure were 
no where but in the mind of God, in the 
days of eternity, he cou'd know nothing 
ot them but what was his determinate will 
and counfel concerning them. 

Or if they will fay^ that ta prevent this 
difappointment, God wilt fo order it that 
fome (hall be inclin'd and difpos'd to com- 
ply with the terms of (alvation ; this is in 
effeft to give up the point, and grant what 
we aflert : for this will be to allow Jifcrimi^ 
nating grace exercised in tlmey which can't 
well Be defended without allowing a dif- 
crimination in Gods p«r^o/i relating thereto ; 
becaufe they muft otherwife fuppofc there 
are new determinations in the divine will, 
which wou'd be co arf;ue him imperfeft in 
wifdom and knowledge. 

5, Another of the grofs abfurdities 
which I apprehend to\\o\\s\\^otvOcv^^^tC>aJL 
of this doiSrineis, Thattu^tv's V^\n^x\wv\% 
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left at the fame uncertainty under the mi» 

fvenant^ that it was in under the firfi ; 
nay, that the flace of mankind mw^ is much 
more difficult and dangerous than it was 
then. 

Man's happinefs, or mifery,turhed upon 
the exercife of his own free will under the 
firft covenant ; and fo it does ftill if the fal« 
vation of a number is not fecur'd by elec- 
ting love and grace. And can we fuppofe 
it confiftent with the love and kindnefs 
of God, to leave falvation again to depend 
upon the will of man, which had ruin'd 
him once before ? If free-will ruin'd man 
in his firfi fiiite^ while he was ufrigbt ; is.it 
not much more likely to ruin him in his 
Oi/orfi fiatey now that he is fallen and corrupt? 
How can we imagine the wife God to ex- 
peA his defign of man's falvation (hou'd be 
anfwer'd in the fame way,when it was ren- 
dered much more unlikely ^Imay (ay impof- 
fible noWjtho' it was not fo before ? Agre- 
ably we read. Job i^.i^. Beboldyhe puttetb no 
fru/f in bis faints. He does not truft the 
concerns of his glory in their falvation, in 
their own hands ,• for he well knew his 
faving defign wou'd then never take cSc£t. 
And therefore their ialvation U m^^NN?!^ 
fccurd by the new coveti?Ltit^ v4\aOcw v^ 

cairdahffer covmant^ eftaHiWA ^?^^ ^"^^^ 
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frvmifes; promifes of rcconciling,renewing 
and perfevcring grace, pofitive and abfo- 
lute, Heh. 8. 6. A tranfcript of which co- 
venant follows, in the 10, ir, & 12. v. 
and it runs in the mod abfoluce uncondici- 
onal (train that can bej This is the co'venant 
that I will make with them, faith the Lord^ I 
will ftit my laws Jnto their minds ^ and write 
them in their hearts ,* and I will he to them a 
God^ and they Jhall be to me a feofle* And 
they P)all not teach every man his neighbour^ 
and every man his brother^ faying^ Know the 
Lord : for all jhall know me^ from the leafi 
to the greatefi. For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteoufnefsy and their fins and their inicjui- 
ties will I remember no rrkre. 
Once more, | 

/^thly^ Another of the confcquences, 
which, as I conceive, follows upon the 
denial of this dcdrine is,That the falvati- 
on of every particular man does originate 
with himfelf ,• or at leaft is to be divided 
between God and the creature. 

They that are in the other way of think- 
ing, fuppoie that by the death of Chrift 
mankind are put into a lialvable ftate • but 
that the {need's as to particular perfons de- 
pends upon their acceptance of the offer'd 
falvacion, and compUaucc >N'\tVv \L>cvt. xtxts& 
»fic ^ which ac<;epiat\cc 3iu^ coxsv^Xvm^ka 
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C according to them ; arc not the refult 
and fruit of God's purpofe of grace^ but 
rather of mens own reafoa and c^n« 
fideration, will and choice, excited by 
thofe rational arguments that have been 
let before them^ and that moral fuafion 
which has been ufed with them. Some 
of thefe will indeed fpeak of the gract of 
Gody and acknowledge we can do nothing 
without that ; but all the^r feem to mean 
is a common general grace which goes along 
with the golpel, and one may improve to 
equal advantage as another. — And if it be 
thus, the fmncr that is fav'd, is furnilh'd 
with an eafy anfwer to that queftion, 
I Cor. 4. 7. Who maketb thee to differ fronf 
another? The happy difference inftead of 
being afgrib'd to the free and powerful 
grace of God, mult upon this principle, be 
afcrib'd to the man him(elf,his own reafon 
and choice, good condud and endeavours. 
There is no medium here ,• for according to 
the apoftles arguing, every mans falvacion 
takes rife from the free grace of God in 
eledion, or from his own works, Rom. 
II. J, 6. Even fo at this time alfo there is a 
remnant according to the eleition of grace. And 
if by grace, ( fuch as I mention d juft now, 
yi z. elefting grace ,• if by gracCy I fay ) 
then it is no more of works \ otftcrivift ^a«^^\^^ 
no more trace. But if it bt of woTV.s^t\iw\^ ^* 
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m more grace ; otherwlfe work Is no mart Vforki 
But that doArine which gives the creature 
fo much room to boaft^ aiid put in for fo 
great a (hare in the honour of his own fal« 
vation, cannot be of God ; for he will not 
have any thing of his glory given to mother. 
And nothing can be more contrary to the 
defign of the gofpel, which is to'ftain the 
pride of all flefii^ to take away all occa« 
fions of glorying from the creature,and to 
fccure to divine grace its ivM honours. 
The prophet (hews the glory and tendency 
of the gofpel ftace, when he fays, as in Ifa. 

a. 17. I he loftinejs of man jh all be bowed down, 
and the haugbtinefs of men Jhall be made low, 
and the Lord alone Jhall be exalted in that day. 

The exaltation of free gk,ace is evi- 
dently what the glorious God aims at in 
the contrivance of fallen mart's redemption. 
To this the whole frame is admirably fitted, 
from the firft corner ftone, to the bringing 
forth the top ftone thereof, i Cor. i. 29, 

50, J I. Thatno flejh jhou'd glory in his prf- 
fence. But of him are ye in Chrifi J'efus, who 
of God is made unto us wifdom, and rigbteouf* 
nefs, and fanSiification, and redemption : That, 
according as it is written. He that glorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord. Eph. 2. 7, 8, 9. That 
in tie ages to come he wi^bt Joew tbt t:>tcwAwv^ 
r/VA'/ ff/b/f£race. in hU fcindnefs ^o-oiatAs us. 
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through Chrlfi Jtfus. For by grace are ye fa'ued^ 
through faith ^ and that not of your [elves : h is 
the gift of God : Not of works, Uafi any man 
jhould boafi. 

And lb wc proccd to the 
V. general head, which is. To ftiew 
the importance of this dodrine, and the 
place it holds in the fcheme of chriftianity ; 
by which you will be hclp'd to judge 
whether it is a doArine that had better be 
fupprefs'd than publifti'd in the church. But 
here I rauft be content with hinting ac 
things, without entargment^ or Ifhall much 
exceed my limits. 

To be furc ,• The gofpel can't be fully 
preach'd if this article is diopt ; for it is 
evidently a great part of the lubjcft matter 
of the facrcd pages. 

We can't rightly conceive of the attri^ 
butes of God, if we are unacquainted with 
this doftfine. — It is in this decree of 
cleftion, that feveral of the glories and ex- 
cellencies of the divine nature, appear in 
their brighteft and ftrongeft light. As to 
tht Jovereignty of the great God, his ab(o- 
lute fupremacy over all creatures, and 
right to difpofe of them for his owtv %VciVs \ 
/hi/ is left out of the notiotv tcv^w U^xw^ ^^ 
Cod, and he quite loofcs tVvc ^w^^ ^^ ;^^ 
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I)igh prerogative, when this truth is not 
underftood and acknowledged — • And as 
to the divine goodfiefsy mercy and grace^ no- 
thing dilplays chefe (b much, as the cvcr- 
lafting purpofe of God to deliver (o many 
of the children of ^rjam^ from the mifery 
they had involved themfelves in, and the 
puniftiment they had deferv'd. To deliver 
forae, and not all, renders the divine good- 
ne(s towards the fubjeds of this deliver- 
ance, more perfpicuous and glorious. The 
falvation of men wou'd not lo fully appear 
to be ivoxn free mercy and grace^ if no differ- 
ence was made between perlbns. To this 
purpofe the apoftle (peaks, Rom. ii. z%. 
That he might make known the richest of his 
glory on the "vtjj'tls of mercy ^ whom he bad afore 
frepared unto glory: His making choice of 
fomcy while he pafles by others, Commends 
his favour to them, renders it more glori- 
ous in their eyes, conftrains their admira- 
tion now, and will raife their higheft notes 
of praife hereafter. The eternal melody 
they will make, is that, Rev. y. 9. Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and to of en the feals 
thereof: for thou waji fain, and hafi redeemed 
us to God hy thy blood out of every tongue^and 
kindred y and nation. 

Many of the pecuUat, V\\^Vv and noble, 
infirudxvc and cotntorcabVe AoSmesoi xNxt. 
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gofpel are concern'd in this, and connec- 
ted with it. What will become of that 
covenant of redemption between the father 
and the fon from the days of eternity, of 
which we read in the 89th P/i/w,- y^d ch- 
oflfaiab ; loch and lych ch- of fobn, arid 
other places • it a diftinguifti'd number 
were not given to Chrift, as his charge, 
and as his reward ? — The fathfaBion of 
Chrift is rend red a very loofe uncertain 
and unfafe thing, if there are not a certain 
number for whom it was made and accept- 
ed • and the value of it is leflen'd exceed- 
ingly, if it did not purchafe faith, repent- 
ance, and holinefs, for them on whom they 

are beftowed' That free will which 

Hands in competition with, and oppoficion 
to the grace of God in our lalvation, can 
never without this be thrown to the ground 
as it ought to be, — The docStrine of effica- 
tious grace which does fo much honour co 
the Holy Spirit ,• and the doftrine of the 
faints ferfeverance in grace^ which is fo com- 
fortable to them,- depend very much on this 
doftrine oi election. — This is the foundation 
of all thofe great and frecious fromifes con- 
tain'd in the new covenant- the ground- 
work of our redemption ,• the rife zna fpring 
of all thofe fpiritual bleffings we are made 
the partakers of, to vjVvvOcv x^cv^ Vivcix^ 
fhou'd look back in thcit xovWX^^'v^^^v^'^^ 
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without the eonfidcration of which, they 

cannot comprehend what is the beiiit and 
depths the length and Breadth of the Ui>e of God 

in Chrlfi h is therefore caken into that 
thanksgiving of the apoftle, Eph. i. %, 4. 

BUJfed he the God and Father of our Lord y^Jus 
Chrifi, who hath blejjei us with all fpiritual 
hltjjirtgs in hea'venly things, accokding as HE 

HAS CHOSEN US IN HIM BEfORB THE FOUN- 
DATION OF THE WORLD. 

In a word ; As this doftrine is a fpring 
of confolation to believers, fo 'tis a moft 
powerful argument to holinefs & obedience ; 
and this not only that they mayn^t be 
without the tokens of election, but out of 
gratitude, and by way of acknowledgment 
to God for his diftinguifhing and eternal 
love to them. Accordingly it is matter of 
obfervation, that thofe who have embraced 
this doiftrine, have been among the moft 
exemplary, cautious, diligent and fruitful 
chriltians. But this has almoft enterM me 
into the 

Yltb and laft thing propoPd, namely, 
The itnprovement of the Jubjetl to the ends 
of ferious religion, and practical godlinefs. 
For had I taken it to be only an abftrufe 
ipeculacion, and not a doBrine according to 

goMinefs. I had fpat^d my fcM tV^^^vo&ot 

chejfe difcoar^Qs. 
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The fubjeft may be improved, 

I. To lee us into the meaning of fcvCral 
of the ads of God's providence. 

Thus we- are from hence fumifli'd with 
a rcafon, why the human race was not caft off 
hyGod^ upon the apoltacj^ as were the angels 
that finned. It was becaufe there was an 
eleftion of grace amongft them. This gave 
birth to the early promife of the feed of the 
woman to break the ferpents head. To 
this it was owing that there was an arreflt 
of judgment, after the fentence was pro- 
nounced on our apoftate parents,* and thac 
mankind was allow'd to partake fo largely 
of the divine goodnefs. 

We alfo learn from hence the reafon of 
God's patience with the frefent ivorld^ 
that is grown fo finful. It is becaufe of a 
diftinguifh'd remnant of mankind that are 
in it now, and are to be born into it here- 
after. §0 thofe words are to be expounded, 

Ifa. 6 f . 8, 9. Thu$ faith the Lord, as the neiif 
oi^ine is found in the clufter^and onefaith^ defiroy 
it not^ for a blejjing is in it : fo will I Jo for mf 
fervants fike^ that I may not deflroy them afl* 
And I 'ivill bring fdrrb a feed out p/ Jacob ^*ni 
out of J ndah an inheritor of my wountcAns^ *''^\%- 
/KT/W eleiffhall inherit it, ani tn^ Jtfu^^tkts^^^^^ 
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iwll there. So our (aviour fjii^ that for 
the ettils fake^ the days of the deftruAion of 
the ^^^ ihou'd be (horcneq, and a (lop puc 
to ttiac defulacion, which otheryvire vvou'd 
have proceeded to that degree*, that no 
flefti (hou'd be laved, Mat 24. 22. When 
^he ele<5t of God are all born into tjie world, 
and ripened for heaven, then judgment 
will commencej the patience of Go4 with 
our flntul fpecies will be ^t an end, and 
that deftruftion by fire unto which the 
worLd is rcCcrv'd will conie on. 
Again, 
Here's a reafon of the divine forbearance 
and long'luffering towards varthular Jtnners. 
If they are not among thcelc(5t themfelvcs, 
who arc to be eflfedually called in due time, 
it may be fomc of the eleft are to ffring 
from tbemj2Ltidi for this reafon they ^re Ipar'd 
nocwithftanding all their provocations. 
If God fnould make quigk work, and early 
de[hoy all the wicked of the earth, whwcc 
Ihou'd his eled arife in the world ? Jero^ 
hoam and Ahaz, were not cu: off in their 
firft tranfgreffiQns, becaufe good Jhijah pnd 
Hex,ekhh were to fpring from them. Many 
thac will heartily embrace Chrift, muft rife 
rom fuch as rejecft him. The Lord fufters 
many a wicked perfon to ftand for a tipic 
under bis patience, fa^^s hol^ Mc. Flavell^ 
bec^ulc children are t^o ?^ut\^ Itwx x^t.^v 
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who will obey and etiibrace chat Chrift 
whom their wicked parents rejefted." The 
world theh has no need to rflurtnur at, and 
quarrel with this doftrine of eiedion as 
they do. It is well for the reft of the world * 
thit there is an eleftion of graCv ou of ir. 
Others fare the better for this: Since for 
the fake of thefe the wicked world is fparM 
from age to age, and the execution of di- 
vine jullicc towards parciculat finners de- 
layed. 

t. This doftrihft affords much comfort 
ahd encouragement to ferious and thoughcfiii 
minds, in times oi ^Ttzi defdlion and coir^ 

ruptisn. 

When there is a wide fpread of error, 
and a mighty torrent of profanenefs ; when 
evil men and feducers wax worfe & worfc, 
as they will do in the laft days ; when 
many are turned from the faith, and nuni- 
bers loofe their firft love; let the pious 
and faithful in Chrifl Jefus remember for 
their encouragemenc,it is impoffible to de- 
ceive the eleft, in things that are eflencial 
to falvation ; and tbefefunjathn ofGoJ/Unds 
fure ^ batfiffg this fealj the Lord knoweth tbsm 

that are bis. And it may be the number of 
thefe is much larger than vwe. ^xt. ^^^^- 
cimes ready to fear. A.s \t\ T?.\\\a\i\ <v^^^ 
v^hcn t/ieiipoftacv irom tV.txtM^^^^^'^^ 
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and fcrvice of God was fo general, that the 
good prophet tho't there was no onebefide 
bitnfelf who prcferv'd his integrity ^he was 
told for his comfort, there were thouiands 
more. The apoftle mentions this inltance, 
and applies ic to the times of the preach- 
ing of the gofpcl, Rom. ir. 2, ;, 4, j-. 
Goi bath not cajl away his people which he fore* 
knew. Wot ye not what the fcripture faith of 
Elias ? bow he maketh inter cejfi^n toGod agalnfi 
Ifrael, fayln^y Lord, they have killed thy pro- 
pbits^ and digged down thine altars ; and I am 
left alone, and they feek my life. But what faiib 
the anfwer of God unto him ? / have refer ved 
to my felf [even thoufand men, who have not 
bowed the knee to th: image of Baal. Even fo 
t'jcn^at this prefect time alfo^fhere is a remnant 
4icgording to the election of grace. 

%. Since forae of the children of men 
are chofen unco falvacion, predeftinated 
unco life, let us' inquire, Whether we have, 
ac prefenc, any good ground to hope that 
vvc are pt the diitinguifli'd number. 

This may be known, or the apoftle 
would not have exhorced us to give dili- 
gence to make our elettion fnre ; as he does 
in 2 Tet^ I. 10. And he writes to the 
T6e//ahmans^ as if theit t\t6LVOw^ ^^\ xfeR. 

ckS^ion of the body o£ i\\2lx. cVvvx^^V ^ ^^^ 
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no longer a matter of doubt, but of cer- 
rainty. The ift ep. i ch. 4. v. Knowingy 
brethren beloved^ jour eUiiion of God. 

We need not here fay in our hearts, Wb$ 

[hall afcend into hea'uen^ to lee whether my 
name is written there? IVho will bring the • 
book of life down to me^ to fee whe:her 1 am 
enrolled in it, or not ? The proof of this 
matter is near us, even in the book of fcripture 
which we have in our hands. 

The apoftle in the place juft mentioned, 
tells the TheJJ'alonians what was the proof of 
their eleAion. Knowing, brethren belo'ued^ 
your elelfion of God : For our goffel came toyoUy 
not in word only^ but in power^ and in theHolj 
Gbofiy and in much affurance- Inquire then, 
what effect the word of the gofpel has had 
upon you Has it come to you with power? 
Has it had a convincing, enlightning, hum- 
bling, converting efficacy upon you ? Have 
you found it as afire, and as a hammtr^ that 
breaketh thd ruck in pieces ?--Has it ccme to 
you in the HoIyGhifl} accompanied with 
luch an energy of the fpirit^as to kill fin in 
you, and make you alive to God ? for the 
letter kilUtb^ but it is the fpirir giveth life. — 
Has it come to you with ' r/:tjch ad'nrance ? 
Are you /b convinc'd oi iV\^ uwOei ^^ ^^ 
gofpcl, as to adhere to tVvt ipvoV^SSvo^ ^^^ 
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9gainft aR the difpucings of ttiM. and dif- 
couragemcncs ot the world ; ado fo as to 
venture your fouls^ your ererlifting Con- 
cerns upon the verity of it ? Do you efteem 
the records of the gofpel to ht faltbfal fay- 
ht^s^ and 'worthy of all acceptation ; and nnakc 
fhe bible the rule of your life, the fotoiida- 
tion of your hope, and fpring of your cton- 
lolacion ? This fucccfs of the gofpAl updft 
yoii will be a proof of your clcdion^ ^s it 
was of che eleftioft of the believing obedi^ 

cnc Tbcffalomans. 

The apoftle Peter alfo (hews us in what 
way and order co make our eledioti fur*. 
As in the place we have juft mentioned, 
( 2 Pec. I. 10. ) Give diligence^ hri^ 
tbren, to make your calling and eleBion fure ; 
your clcftion by your calling : Yov^wbom be 
pre/leJUfiatid^ thim be alfo called. If then 

God has added the internal to the external 
call of the gofpel; If yoii are bro't out of 
thole finful ways you once walk'd iti, to 
walk in the -way of good men^ the way of ho- 
lincfs and obedience; If you are taken off 
from the world, and no longer fcek it a& 
your bleflednefs, but have chofen God for 
your pofcion & happinefs ; if heaven isyout 
end, and you are refolv'd to take up with 
nothing fhon of it, and make afe of Chrift 
a^ che way to it j you ravj xYvetvV^ ^?w>3c^ ^^ 
yoa {hall fee the good of hU cbofen, 4nA Tt^oU^^ 
^f^A tSe gladmfs of bis nation^ mA fcloYi -a^Wfi 
^^> i^ier Stance. ^^^^ 



Agftin, 
Wd are told, Aft« i^ 48. -^^ many as 
were ord^ine^ ¥nto ftftnal life^ believed Ex- 
amine then, whcthf r the faith of God's eleff^ 
n vvro't in y«u. Do you believe the rc« 
qord God. ha$ given of his fon ? God's way 
of raving finnerp by Jcfus Chrift, revcal'd 
and proposed in the gofpel, do you receive 
it, ^pprpve of, ^nd reft in ic • and renoun-* 
cin^ all other hope3 and expedations, re,-« 
pofc ypur whole gpnfidence therein ? And 
is Ghrift precious to you, as he is ta them 
that believe ? You may know then you were 
ordain'd to eternal life before the founda* 
tion of the world. 

To proceed, 
Your love to God, as well as your faith iit 
Chrift, .evidences your elcdion : for fo we 
read, i John 4. 19. IVe love kim^ becanje he 
firfi loved us. Let it then be inquired, Eto 
I love the Lprd our God with all the heart, and 
Joulyand mind,and firength} Do Itnake choice 
of hiw before all other things, and delighe 
in him fuprcamly ? Is this the inward lan- 
guage of n)y foul. Thou art my portion, OLetd^ 
IVkom have J in heaven but thee ? and then is 
nothing ^n ^arth I defire befides thee. You may 

th^p hear him faying to you, Yea I 4rvr 

loved y(fH }»itb antverU^W^\v^%. 
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But as love can't be finccre unlefs it is 
obediential, fo our new okedience is another 
proof and evidence of our eledion. The 
apoftle has told us, Ephr i. 3. He bath 
cbofen us before the fcundatkn oftbe worldj tbat 
wefljoud he holy, and wit bout blame before bim 
in lo'ue. We muft inquire thcn,if we wou'd 
know our eledionjWhether there is a repa- 
ration wro't between us and our fins and 
lufts? Whether we walk not after the fltfh^ 
but after tbe fpirlt ? Whether indwelling fin 
is a burthen and grief to us, and we are 
labouring in the mortification of it ? Whe«' 
ther we are in the ufe of all proper and ap- 
pointed means, Cleanjtnfr our fel'ues from all 
filtbynefs ofjlijlj and fpirlt ,• perfeHlng bolinefs 

in tbe fear of God'^ Do we defire nothing 
more than hohnefs, a conformity to the 
image of Chrilt ? And do we lament no- 
thing more than our want of holinefs, or 
of conformity to the image of his fon ? 
This is a token of falvation. You may reft 
(atisfied from hence^thatGcd has not appoint' 
ed jou to wratb^ hut to obtain falvation by our 
Lard Jefus Cbrifi. 

4. The next ufe muft be by way of 

counfel, to fuch as have no ground at pre- 

fent to conclude ihemfelves of this number ; 

who have no reafon as yet to think them- 

felves cfFcdmWy caUed at\d cotv^t^i€.d'^ to- 

hare that faith, and love^ 2lwA VvoVvcvA^^ 
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which are the marks of God's o\€St. Tp 
fttch I wou'd addrds a few words of di« 
redion ; and O chat chey might be regard- 
ed and put in pradice ! 

1. Don't murmur at God's decree of 
eledion ^ for this is to rebell againft Goi), 
and will highly difpleafe him. And befides, 
you have no reafon to do fo ; for this is 
not the caafe of your continuing in fin and 
impenitence, as was fhown when we aa-> 
fwer'd the objeftions againft this dodrine ; 
bur it mud be affign'd to the corruption 
and wickednefs ot your nature, from which 
indeed you can't be delivered but by the 
almighty grace of God. Labour to be re- 
conciled to God's method of faving (inners, 
tho' it be not fuch as human reafon mighc 
have carv'd out. His method of falvatiou 
is certainly the wifeft and the beft .- For as 
the heavens are high ab^ve tbi earth ; fo arc 
his tbots abave our tho^tSy and his ways above 
our ways, Ifa. Jf. 8. 

2. Beware of drawing up any dark 
$$ncluJions concerning your felf, as if the 
decree of God was againft you. Satan 
may tempt you to this ; but )ou are net /g- 
mrant of bis devices. Remember,tho' there at^ 
many fjgns of eledion, tW^ «l\^ tv^ c«vivvw 
tokens of reprobation. ^'s^w^x.OLVfc ^xvk^^^'^ 
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^heHolyGhoft. Suppofing the dodrinc 
of elcAion, yer, as God has a reconciling 
work on fobc in this world, you are as 
likely to have an inccreit in ic as anocber. 
Ic is certain God has a purpofe of mercv 
for a great many. Some in all ages (hall 
find mercy. And there is nothing to ex- 
clude tbte, in thy country, fex, age, or any 
of thy outward circumftances ; no, nor yec 
in the greatnels ot thy fins, or long conti- 
nuance in them. For it is a faithful fay ing^ 
'und worthy of all acceptation^ thatyefus Chrifi 
iame into the world to fave linmrs^ even the 
chief of them. Wherefore your way is, 

;. To apply for mercy ^ and hope for it^ up' 
on the invitations and encouragements of 
the gofpel. Even a peradvtnture is look'd 
upon to be encouragement cno' to try in 
other cafes of hazard and diftrcfsjand why 
not in this ? Remember the inftance of 
Btnbadad's fervants^ and take diredion from 
it, I Kings 20 ;i, 52. jind bis fervants 
fat J unto fjim^ Behold now, we baz/e beard t Bat 
I he kings of the houfe of If'rael, are merciful 
kivgs : let us^ I pray thee, put fackclotb on our 
loins ^ and ropes upon our heads ^ and go out to 
the king of iCrael ,• perad'venture he will fav$ 
th) life. So they girded fackclotb on their loins, 
af^</ put ropes on tbelr htads^ and camt to the 
^^'^^f i^/Krad, and f(^\d^ Ttj ]erT;«nt'ftt.\\\\?L^^\ 
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fahh^ rpraytbeij let me live. And the fub- 
miffion was not only accepted, and his life 
fpared, but he was created with marks of 
friendihip and refped 

Go and do thus^O finner : fubmic to mer- 
cy, without indenting and making terms 
with God. You have much greater en- 
couragement tofubmit to thtCod of Heaven, 
than they had to the prcfcnt king of Ifrael. 
There was but a bare peradventure in that 
cafe. They had heard only in the general 
that the kings of Ifrael were merciful kings; 
but whether this king j4bab was of fuch a 
difpofition, they knew not ,• and yet they 
9dventur'd upon it to feek to him But thou 
haft heard that the king of heaven is a mer- 
ciful king. He has proclaimed his name^ 

The Lord J the L'frd Gody gracious and merciful^ . 
long fiifferingy and abundant in goodnefs and 

trutb. He has aftually pardon'd thoufands 
and millions in the like condition ,* and 
his reconciling work is not yet at an end. 
A gracious mediator is provided to intro- 
duce you into his prefcnce, and to make 
interceffion foryou ; If you will not then 
apply and feek^ furely you defcrve to 
pcrifti. 

O man, woman,whoever thou art,I muft 
tell you before I leave you, Your elcftion 
of God need not lie \ot\^ 7X ^wOc^ >\%\«x- 
taincy with you. Yea^ \ mvj ^^vvv^^^ ^^ 
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tell yoa,it may poffibly be bro't to a happy 
COnclufion at this very cime^ that you are 
of this number. I mu(t repeat tho(e words 
of our faviour, John 6. 57. All that tbefa'- 
tber givitb mif jhall comt to me ; and bim that 
iometb to mim I will in no wifi cafi out. Com- 
ing CO Chrift then is the fruic and evidence 
of election ; and (o this important matter 
may be decided by it. Now the call of 
Chrift to you in the gofpel this day is ^ In- 
dim your cmt^ and come unto me ^ bear and yeuf 
foul Jhall live : and I will make an evtrlafiing 
covenant with you^even tbe fun mercies a/*David« 

Come CO me^ O fmner, for (uch bleffings 
As 1 have to beftow on the people of God^ 
put your (oul over inco my hands, to be 
warti'd in my blood, juft'fied by my righte- 
oufnersjfinftified by my rpirir,and prelcrv'd 
by my power. Let me henceforth be your 
prophet to teach and enlighten you, your 
prieli to atone and intercced for you, and 
your king to rule you for my felf — . If any 
foul of you do now comply with this call: 
If you can make this anfwer, Lord^ J am 
willing to conge to thte^ for tbeje ends and fur^ 
fofes. Thou hAJi made me willing I confent ff 
be thine now if I never did before^ and taka 
tbeefor my favieur leader^ owner, and ruler 
f^nver — The matter is then at this time 
jbro't 1:0 an iflue, The^tcvtx. ^^c^x^^ ^C 
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elc&ion this day ofens upon yott. You may 
DOW know you were nrft given to Chrift 
by the father, or you wou'd never hav« 
been inclined and enabled thus co come co 
him } and henceforch you may read yout 
nam$ wrUttn in the lamb's hook of life. 

5?. The laft ufe may be to put thofe who 
have any good ground to hope that tbijf ari 
of this fiumb^r, upon feme fpecial dutiea 
agreeable co their (late and privileges. 

!• You (hou'd thankfully aclnowUigjo 

and adore the riches of dlfiingulfklng grace^ 

eminently illuftrated in your eledion. The 
difciple was fo afie^^ed wich the diftin<« 
guiftiing favour of heaven, to himfelf and 
others^ as in a rapture to cry out, John 14. 

22. L^dy bow is it, that thou wilt tnanifeft 
thy [elf to us, and not unto the world ' A be** 

liever may fay, How is it Lord, that thou 
fiiou'd chufe me! That thou fhuu'd fet 
thine everlafting love upon me^ when (o 
many others, fallen men as well as fallen 
angels, are pafs'd by ! And fo many of the 
learned, rich, and honourable of the world/ 
And this before I had any thing good iri 
roe ; upon no foreseen merit j nay, not- 
witbflanding thou fawcft how I (hou'd dif^ 
honour and provoke iV\tt \^^ tknj ^\^^^^^ 
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I can never cno' admire it I JEternity will 

not be too long to prailc thee for it I 

Peculiar farour calls tor fpecial thankful- 
nefs. / thank tbee^ O father^ Lord of bedven 
0ni earthy that thou bafi hid thefe things from 
the wife and prudent ^ and bafi revealed them 
unto babes : Even fo, father, for fo it feemeth 

good tn thy fight ! Here, here, fays one, arc 
^^ thanksgivings of the mofl elevated (train 
** in chnltianicy They are words, to lift 
•* up the horn. They found high in our 
** dtvocions. A thankful Chnflian rai- 
•* fes his thanksgivings to the highefl 
" notes, when he coroes hereabouts. 'Tis 
** a melody peculiarly acceptable to hea- 
*' vcn ,• 'tis the very beginning of heaven. " 



2. Love him who has fir ft loved you, in 
fuch a manner as may (bmething anfwer 
his love. to you. Hclov'd you before you 
bad a being; and you fhould love him while 

you have any being. He lov'd you above many 
0tbcrs;8i you mutt love him aboveall creatures^ 
more than houfes and lands ^ brother or fifier^ 

father or mother^ husband, wifry or children j or 

you are not worthy of him, or of that love 
which he has plac'd upon you. 

5. Always remember you are under tho 
S/gieJl^ obligations to bolinefs and obedience, 
Forje are a cbofen generation, a YOjal V^uJkbwJl,^ 
^^ Mjt§0fhny a peculiar i)eople, tli»t ft Wi, 
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.jheTi; forth the fraifes of blntj who has ealltd 
you out of darknefsy into bis marvelloHs Ugkt, t 
Put on therefore as the eUU of God, holy and 
beloved^ bowels of mercy y kindnefs, humblenefs 
,$f mind, meekneji, long^fujferingj forbearing 
one other, if any man have a (juarrel agaSnfi 
any ,• even as Cbrifl forgave you^ fo alfo do ye. * 
Do nothing co dilgrace chis holy dodrine. 
Be blamelefs, and barmelefs, the fens of God, 
without rebuke, in the mid fi of a crooked and 
ferverfe generation, among whom ye f/slne as 
lights in the world. {[ Lee your wacchful, 
exemplary, fruicful converlation, ferve co 
confute them who fay this dodrine tends 
to licentioufnefs. Duty, gratitude and 
intercity all confpire to make you abound 
in the work of the Lord. You are favoured 
■ above others, and therefore fliou'd often 
think on that queftion which our Lor^ 
once put, Mat. ;. 47. What do you more than 
others ? 

4. Cheerfully acejuiefce in all the dealings 
of God with you. For all his providences 
are the efteA of his purpofes, and are beft 
futed to carry on his defign of grace con- 
cerning you< JVe know, (ays the apoftle^ 
in the verfe before our text, That all things 
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fMl w$rk together fer good to tbem that Icvt 
Cod, to tbem who sre the called according to 
Us farfofe. You are fredefthated, fays our 
tCXC, to be conformed to the image of bis fon ; 
tnd your very afHidions and (brrows 
are appointed co bring you to this conform 
micy CO Chrift^ who was himfelf a man 9f 
forrowsy and acquainted with grief. You may 

reft facisfied, that nothing you meet with 
can hinder the purpofe of God concerning 
you from taking effeA^but rather all things 
Ihall be fubfervient thereunto. Therefore 
you may not only take the comfort of your 
mercies, but get above your affliftions, and 
rejoice in trihulatiort. Read the believers 
fecuricy and triumph, in the terfes follow- 
ing our text ,• H'ko jhall lay ar,y thing to the 
charge of God's ele£f ? It is God that jufiifieth : 
IVbo is he that condemneth ? It is Cbri(t that 
died^yeajather^ that is rifen again, u/ho is even 
at the right band of God^ who alfo maketb i»- 
tercejfien for us. U/^ho jhall fefarate t$s from the 
tove ofChrtfi ? Jhall tribulation, or difirefs, or 
ferfecutiony or famine^ or nakednefs, or pertly or 
fword ? { As it is written, For thy fake we are 
killed all the day long ^ we are accounted as 
fijeef far the flaugbter ) Hay in all thefe things 
^e are more than conquerors, through him tnat 
Uved Hs. For 1 am ferfwaded^ that * neither 
Jeatb, nor life, nor angds^ nor ^nnc\^«\\x\t\^i*cr 
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net Weighty nor depth, nor arty other creainre^ 
Jhall he able to feparate us from the loVe of God 
ivhicb Is in Chrlfi Jejus cur Lord. 

» 

y; Forget not to fray for all that belong 
to the eleillon of grace. For thole that are 
not yet gathcr'd. Other jiuef Chrift bas^ 
which art not yet bro'c into the fold ; pray 
that thefe may hear bis voice, 2LV\iL follow him. 
Some of the eled are not only uncalled, but 
unborn : It is therefore afutable petition in 
the publick liturgy of the church ofEr^gUndy 
which we can join in, That it may fle^e God 
of his gracious goodnefs portly to accomplljh the 
numbtr of bis ehil " f 

And pray for them that arc gather'd and 
added to the church, Ibat thiy may be holy 
in all manner of converfaiion, as he who has 
called them is holy : May Walk in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comforts of the HolyGhoJl^ 
^nd be prcffing on towards pertedion : 
May be guarded and fafely carried thro' 
this evil world,till they joyfully enter upon 
the rcvvards of the next. Pial. 28. 9. Save 
thy people, and blefs thine inheritance, feed 
them alfo, and lift them up foreven 
Once more. 
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^ Set the Burial Ofice m x\it C^vatcvot^t't'^'^*-"^ 
Book. 



IjS of rndifiinstion 

6. Ltt the fecond coming dnd 4ff taring cf 
eur Lord J4^s Cbri/f, be the matter of your 
^arneft prayer, and objeft of your joyful hope 
and exptSd$i$n. For in this day the Lord 
will make up bis jewels. Now Chrift \yill 
raife up all that were given him by the 
father, without letting any be loft or want- 
ing ; faying to his father, Here I am^ani the 
children which thou bafi given me. I prefenC 
them all together, a glorious church, '* not 
having [pot, or wrinkle, or any fucb thing. 
This will be done with exceeding joy, both 
. pn the part of thcFather who chofe them, 
theSon who redeemed them, theHolySpiric 
who fanftified them, minifters who were 
inftrumental to gather them in, and on the 
part of the chofen and redeemed them- 
fclves. 

We have a plcafant vifion of Chrift at 
the head of a happy remnant, prcf^ry'd 
trom the corruptions and carried thro' 
the pcrfecutions ofantlchrifi : Read it j and 
then think what a glorious figh? it will be 
to fee him at the head of the whole church 
of the ele<ft in the great day. Rev 14, i, 
to ^. jind I looked, and lo^ a Lamb flood on the 
tnount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four tboufand, having bis Fathers name written 
in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
, b^0ven, as the voice of many waitrs, ^nd as 

the 



untQ Lafe, ^19' 

the voice of a great thunder : and 1 beard the. - 
voice of harpers harping with their harfs : And 
they fung as it were anew fong before the throne,, . 
and before the four beaftsy and the elders : and 
no man could learn that fong^ but the hundred 
and forty and four thou [and ^ which were redee^ 
medfrom the earth. Thefe are they which were • 
not defiled with women ,• for they are virgins : 
thefe are they which follow the Lamb whither^ 
foever he goetb : thefe were redeemed from j- 
mong men, being the firfl fruits unto Cod^ and 
the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no 
guile ; for they are without fault before the throne, 
of God. 

Thus I have been carried thro' what I 
proposed on this fubjeA. Many things 
which belong to it have been omitted ^ and 
others but touch'd, which I could with 
plcafure have enlarg'd upon : but 1 have 
ftudied brevity. 

And now, I defire to bow the knee in 
thanksgiving to the God and father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrifi, who has given me this oppor- 
tunity to bear a fmall teftimony to ihefc 
important truths. I trufl I have had a 
finglc aim at his glory in thefe difcourfes ; 
and fo I look toHim, in his fon Jesus, for 
his gracious acceptance of what has been 
his own, and his merciful forgivcnefs of 



T^b Of FteJeftindfton unto Lifi. 

what has been votherwife : and on him I 
humbly depend to fucceed them. 

I clofe all with the apoftles prayer and 
bcnediftion, in 2 Thefs. 2. 16, 17. Noti/ 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST bimfelf, snd 
GOD even our Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us everlafiiftg confolatlon, and 
good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts^ 
and fiahlljh jeu In every good word and work. 




THE END. 




CORRECTIONS. 

PAge 4. line 10. in the ciarg;in, r. cognofiuntur. 
p. II. 1. <5. r. reverent p. 41. 1. 9- r* opoftle* 
Jhh. p. 44. L 24. r. acquiejces, p. 45. I. 19. r. 
jS^effeus. p. 72. 1 II. dele to. p. 88. 1. 8. r. crea- 
fmre. p'.iOi.l. to, i.telli p. \oiA, v^'^^'^^^'^ 
bottom f r.'^oji/ciences. p. n^.V a.ixom^OwjXVw 
^jfi^/aJt^s. p. 125, I, 8 ae\e, cr iiot. 
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